
Three additions to the British and Irish List 
Summer Tanager, Baltimore Oriole 

and Western Sandpiper 
N O N E O F T H E T H R E E records which follow is recent. TheSummer 
Tanager (Piranga rubra) and Baltimore Oriole (Icterus galbuld) occurred 
in 1957 and 1958 respectively, and the Western Sandpiper (Calidris 
mauri) was a 1956 vagrant which was originally identified and pub
lished {Scot. Nat., 69: 145-147; Brit. Birds, 50: 350-351) as a Semi-
palmated Sandpiper (C. pusilld). All three were trapped, ringed and 

continued... 
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examined in the hand, but each has presented its own peculiar problems 
before it could be regarded as completely authenticated. Much of the 
delay in acceptance and publication has been due to the need for 
exhaustive researches, on both sides of the Atlantic, to rule out closely 
similar birds. The confusion between Western and Semipalmated 
Sandpipers has already been mentioned; the Summer Tanager and 
Baltimore Oriole, both young birds in their first autumns, needed 
conclusive separation from Scarlet Tanager (P. olivacea) and Bullock's 
Oriole (7. bullockii) respectively. The Records Committee of the 
British Ornithologists' Union has now finally accepted all three 
identifications, but we must apologise both to the observers concerned 
and to our readers for the hesitation that these records have involved. 
Sections on all three species were included in P. A. D. Hollom's 
Tht Popular Handbook of Rarer British Birds (i960), on the assumption 
that they would eventually be accepted. 

Summer Tanager on Bardsey, Caernarvonshire (1957) 
(Plate 12) 

At 7.20 a.m. on n t h September 1957, on Bardsey Island, Caernarvon
shire, R. Moss and R. Stjernstedt had brief views of a bird resembling 
a large, bright male Greenfinch (Chloris chloris) without the wing and 
tail patches. Unfortunately it dived into cover and was lost, but at 
12.15 p.m. on the same day it was caught by J. D. Gay in the Lane 
heligoland trap and then examined in the hand by M. R. Buckley, 
R. V. Collier, E. R. Corte, A. Cumber, R. C. Lee, A. Morley, the three 
observers already mentioned, and myself. The following detailed 
description was taken: 

Upper-parts: forehead olive, slightly yellowish, with some rusty-red feathers; 
crown and nape similar, with two reddish feathers at front of crown; sides 
of head also similar, but lores appearing darker; mantle, scapulars and upper 
rump less yellow, with three large red feathers; lower rump similar to head, 
with four paler reddish feathers. XJnder-parts: chin and throat deep yello'w 
mixed with orange feathers; breast, belly and under tail-coverts similar but 
without orange feathers (these parts were stained with fruit juices, though 
this possibly happened while the bird was being carried to the laboratory in a 
bag). Tail: upper-side olive, darker at tips, outer webs slightly yellowish; 
under-side dull, tinged olive. Wings: primaries and secondaries brown-black, 
broadly fringed olive on outer webs (less distinctly on 2nd primary); inner 
secondaries with whole outer webs olive; primary coverts similar to primaries 
but with less distinct fringes; greater coverts similar to inner secondaries; 
median coverts olive with dark shafts; lesser coverts mainly olive, with one 
reddish feather among those on right wing; under wing-coverts pale, tinged 
olive-yellow; axillaries olive-yellow. Soft parts: upper mandible dark horn 
on culmen, paler in centre and very pale horn at sides; lower mandible very 
pale horn; gape-flange yellowish; legs and feet bluish-slate; iris dark brown. 
Measurements: wing 99 mm. (primaries straightened), tarsus 20 mm., bill from 
nostrils 14 mm., bill from hinge 22 mm., bill depth at forehead c. 10 mm.; 
weight 24.6 gm. Wing-formula and tail structure: 3rd primary longest, 4th 1 mm. 
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shorter, 2nd 2.5 mm. shorter, 5 th 4 mm. shorter, 6th 13 mm. shorter, 7th 
18 mm. shorter, 8 th 21 mm. shorter, 1st 11 mm. shorter than longest primary 
covert; 3rd, 4th and 5th emarginated; 12 tail-feathers, all slightly abraded but 
still showing pointed tips; no obvious damage to shafts of wing or tail feathers. 

O n being released, the bird immediately flew to cover among brambles 
at the foot of a wall. It was caught again on 15 th and 20th September, 
when its weight had increased from 24.6 gm. to 26.6 gm. and 36.7 gm. 
respectively, and it was last seen on 25 th September. 

It had, on the first day, been provisionally identified as a Summer 
Tanager (Piranga rubra) and on 20th September it was compared in 
the hand with a male specimen of this species which, in the meantime, 
had kindly been lent by R. Wagstaffe of the City of Liverpool Public 
Museums; it was found that the scattered red feathers in various parts 
of its plumage very closely resembled those on the specimen. 

In the field it was noted as smaller than a Song Thrush (Tardus 
philomelos) and all observers were struck by the resemblance, already 
remarked, to a very large male Greenfinch without the yellow flashes. 
The upper-parts appeared olive-green with darker primaries and 
secondaries, the under-parts deep yellow. The bill looked pale, 
blunt and heavy, and with the steep forehead gave a distinctive shape 
to the head. The legs appeared darkish and very short for the size 
of the bird. The tail, blunt but slightly forked, extended well beyond 
the wing-tips. The shapes of bill and tail, and the proportions of the 
latter in relation to the wings, are well illustrated in the photographs 
reproduced on plate 12, as are the uniformity of the body-feathers 
and the darker wings with their pale-edged inner secondaries. 

During its stay of 15 days the bird spent most of its time in an area 
which included much bramble and gorse, and some small willows and 
plum trees, in addition to the laboratory buildings. Normally, when 
undisturbed, it perched openly in a rather upright, shrike-like manner, 
but as soon as it was alarmed it generally flew to some adjacent cover; 
occasionally it crouched in an almost horizontal position. Its flight 
was rapid, low and undulating, variously likened to that of a wood
pecker or heavy finch, and it arrived at a perch with an upward sweep
ing curve. It was seen to make flycatcher-like sallies on two occasions, 
and occasionally to flick its wings like a flycatcher; it also cocked its 
tail and raised its crown-feathers from time to time. On 12th Septem
ber it uttered a double note chic-chic as it took flight on being disturbed, 
and then a similar but single chic when it reached cover. 

Blackberries were apparently its main food. These it often merely 
chewed, seeming to take only the juice, but it passed seeds in the labora
tory on 20th September. On the 13 th it was seen to pick a blackberry, 
place it on a fence post and then peck at it. W. M. Condry once 
watched it take a small fly in the air. 
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Observers who saw the bird, apart from those listed at the beginning 
as being present on the first day, included W. M. Condry, D. Condry, 
B. Griffiths, B. Little, R. C. Pratt, M. P. M. Richards, A. Soper and 
W. B. Workman. R. W. A R T H U R 

[The breeding range of the Summer Tanager extends from the east-
central United States south to Florida and Mexico, and the species 
winters from Mexico south to Peru. As briefly mentioned above, the 
verification of this record has largely been concerned with the elimina
tion of the possibility of confusion with an immature of the Scarlet 
Tanager (P. olivaced), another North American summer visitor, whose 
breeding range extends into the eastern province of Canada, and the 
Rarities Committee would like here to acknowledge the great help 
it has received in this connection from Dr. Charles Vaurie and Dr. 
Eugene Eisenmann, both of the American Museum of Natural 
History, as well as from J. D. Macdonald of the British Museum 
(Natural History) and R. Wagstaffe of the City of Liverpool Public 
Museums. 

Dr. Vaurie wrote: 'I believe your bird is a Summer Tanager. These 
documents and photos have been pored over by a number of good 
field men and, of course, some of these and myself have looked at 
skins. Everyone decided that, on the basis of the photos, it was 
impossible to be certain of whether the bird had been a Summer or 
Scarlet Tanager. The coloration, including the wings, varies indivi
dually, and if the bird had been immature the identification was even 
more uncertain. However, one measurement in your documents 
offered a chance to be diagnostic, namely the length of the bill measured 
from the nostril, which you said was 14 mm. Mr. Paul Buckley was 
kind enough to measure 40 mixed specimens (5*, $ and imm.) of each 
and found that in rubra the bill measured 12-15 a n d in only one was 
the bill as short as 12, against 10-12 in olivacea with only 4 birds 
measuring as much as 12. As your bird measured 14, the chances are 
therefore greatly in favour of rubra.' 

Mr. Eisenmann later wrote, however: 'Banders can separate the 
immatures of the two species by the larger bill of the Summer and the 
richer, more orange (or sometimes buffy) tone of the yellowish under-
parts. The Scarlet is a more greenish yellow below. These are fine 
points, but are discernible by those familiar with these species and 
are obvious in skins. In addition, young male Scarlets have black 
lesser (and sometimes also middle) wing-coverts; adult and moulting 
males have the wings wholly or largely black.' Thus, while the scatter
ing of red feathers on the head, mantle and rump of the Bardsey bird 
showed it to be a male, the fact that the lesser coverts were mainly 

5i 



BRITISH BIRDS 

olive (and even had one reddish feather on the right wing) showed that 
it was not a male Scarlet Tanager. 

The identification established, it was necessary to examine the 
possibility of its being an escaped cage-bird. In view of the restric
tions on the export of birds from North America, it seemed unlikely 
that any immature Summer Tanagers would be found in captivity in 
Europe as early as the beginning of September. In fact, we were 
informed by the avicultural authorities we consulted—notably Derek 
Goodwin, R. A. Richardson and R. C, J. Sawyer—that they did not 
believe this species to be kept in captivity at all in this country (though 
the Scarlet Tanager is). Moreover, the increase in this bird's weight, 
from 24.6 gm. on 1 i th September to 26.6 gm. on the 15th and 36.7 gm. 
on the 20th, strongly suggests an arduous passage before arrival at 
Bardsey. In this connection, Mrs. M. M. Nice and Dr. Robert 
Storer kindly provided us with data on the weights of Summer 
Tanagers in America: apart from one very light individual, all the 
figures were well above the initial weight of the Bardsey bird and the 
normal range for this species appears to be 30-36 gm.—EDS.] 

Baltimore Oriole on Lundy, Devon (1958) 
At 2.30 p.m. on 2nd October 1958 R. H. Dennis flushed an unfamiliar 
bird from an open grass field on Lundy, Devon, where it was keeping 
company with a flock of Meadow Pipits (Anthus pratensis). It was 
noticeably larger than the pipits and its flight was heavy, but what 
particularly attracted attention were its black wings with white bars, 
its bright orange-yellow under-parts and its yellow tail. It landed on 
the side of a dry stone wall and hung there for a few minutes with its 
tail fanned and pressed against the stone, before flying down into 
some bracken and starting to search for food. R.H.D. fetched me and 
together we watched the bird for the next half hour. It appeared 
exhausted and whenever flushed would immediately drop into the 
next clump of bracken to continue feeding. We had excellent views 
of it and managed to obtain full field notes. It was slightly larger and 
heavier than some Pied Wagtails (Motaciila alba) with which it was 
associating on the ground. The upper-parts appeared brownish-
olive and the wings were black with two very conspicuous white 
wing-bars; the tail was dull orange and the rump similar but lighter, 
both being very conspicuous in flight. The under-parts were orange-
ydlow, especially bright on the throat and under tail-coverts. The 
bill was large, pointed and appeared blue-grey in colour, as did the 
legs. The flight was heavy and direct, low over the ground. Although 
the bird was fond of perching in conspicuous positions on the tops of 
walls, where it would frequently hop from stone to stone, it would 
also skulk in the undergrowth looking for food (apparently insects), 
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I t was remin iscen t i n size a n d shape of t he S u m m e r T a n a g e t (JPiranga 
rubra) w h i c h I h a d seen o n Bardsey the p r e v i o u s September , b u t its 
head was not iceably flatter (less h u m p e d ) a n d its bill s l immer and m o r e 
po in t ed . N o call was heard . 

T h e b i r d avo ided a mis t -ne t w h i c h w e erected, b u t was finally c a u g h t 
i n t he G a r d e n T r a p . I t was t a k e n t o t he l abora to ry for detai led 
examina t ion at 3.15 p . m . a n d the fo l lowing descr ip t ion n o t e d : 

Upper-parts: forehead orange-yellow slightly tipped grey-brown; crown and 
nape grey olive-brown, with dark centres and grey tips; car-coverts slightly 
yellower than crown; no supercilium; mantle and back grey-brown with 
wide tips of olive-grey and darker centres; rump and upper tail-coverts deep 
orange-yellow tipped greyish; tail slightly rounded, three outer feathers on 
each side dull orange-yellow with outer webs tinged brown and inner webs 
tipped pale yellow, central feathers darker and more brownish; primaries 
black with outer webs fringed whitish and large white margins on inner webs; 
secondaries black with outer webs thickly edged white; primary coverts 
black slightly fringed brownish; greater coverts blackish with large white 
tips on outer webs, forming conspicuous wing-bar, and inner webs slightly 
tipped white; median coverts black with large white tips on both inner and 
outer webs, forming thicker wing-bar, and dark shafts; lesser coverts black 
fringed pale olive-grey; bastard-wing black. Under-parts: throat and upper 
breast bright orange-yellow with pale yellow tips; chin and lower breast 
similar but paler; belly rich cream washed yellow; flanks buff-grey tinged 
yellow; under tail-coverts bright orange with slightly paler tips; under-tail 
pale brown washed bright yellow (more noticeably yellow than dorsal surface); 
under-wing white washed pale yellow; axillaries bright yellow. Soft parts: 
feet and legs blue-grey, soles brownish-grey; upper mandible slate with paler 
cutting edges, lower mandible pale bluish-white; gape flesh-pink with very 
slight pinkish, soft flange; iris dark brown. Measurements: wing 90 mm. 
(normal) or 91.5 mm. (flattened), tail 74 mm., tarsus 24 mm., bill from feathers 
17 mm., bill from base of skull 19.5 mm., depth of bill at base 7.5 mm.; weight 
26.95 g m - a t 16.00 hours. Wing-formula: 3rd and 4th primaries equal and 
longest, 5 th 2 mm. shorter, 2nd 3 mm. shorter, 6th 6 mm. shorter, 7th 10.5 mm. 
shorter, 8th 14 mm. shorter, 9th 17.5 mm. shorter, 10th 19 mm. shorter, 1st 
primary minute; 3rd, 4th and 5th deeply emarginated, 6th slightly; tips of 
primaries slightly abraded. 

D u r i n g hand l ing , t h e b i r d occasionally u t t e r ed a shor t , soft s q u a w k . 
I n add i t ion t o R . H . D . a n d myself, a n u m b e r of o t h e r peop le saw it 
in t he h a n d a n d these inc luded Miss B . Bizzel, M r . and M r s . F . W . 
G a d e , F . G . Lyall , J o h n Ogi lv ie , J . M . R. Reakes Wil l iams, and M r . 
a n d M r s . V . Squires . After be ing p h o t o g r a p h e d a n d r inged , i t was 
released at 5.30 p . m . i n Stoneycrof t g a r d e n , w h e r e it flew in to l o w 
cover a n d r ema ined near t he g r o u n d . 

F r o m the a b o v e descr ip t ion w e conc luded tha t t he b i rd was an 
i m m a t u r e female. I t s tayed on the is land for the next seven days a n d 
was last seen o n 9 th O c t o b e r . I t was t r a p p e d a second t ime at 8 a .m. 
o n t he 7 th a n d it t h e n w e i g h e d 29.58 g m . (an increase of 2.63 g m . ) . 
W h e n released o n this occas ion it flew off qu i t e s t rong ly and pe rched 
o n t o p of a w i r e fence. W . B . W O R K M A N 
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[The Baltimore Oriole breeds in North America from Alberta and 
Nova Scotia to Texas and Georgia, wintering from Mexico to 
Colombia. As in the case of the Summer Tanager, the verification of 
this record has been concerned with the elimination of a closely 
related species with an overlapping range and a rather similar immature 
plumage. In fact, Bullock's Oriole (J. bullockii), the other bird in
volved, which breeds from British Columbia and Saskatchewan to 
Lower California and Texas, actually hybridises widely with the 
Baltimore Oriole where their ranges meet in central North America 
(C. G. Sibley and L. L. Short, Auk, 1959, 76: 447) and the two birds 
are considered by many authorities to be conspecific or at least a 
species-pair. However, the A.O.U. Check-Ust (1957) treats the two 
as separate species and at the present time we believe it safer to follow 
that decision. We are very grateful for the advice of Dr. Dean 
Amadon, of the American Museum of Natural History, in this con
nection. 

Although the eastern Baltimore seems much more likely than the 
mid-western Bullock's Oriole to occui in Britain, it should be added 
that the latter appears regularly in the eastern United States in late 
autumn and winter; in fact, this record is on the late side for a Balti
more Oriole and the weather in America at the end of September 1958 
was typical of the situations which produce western vagrants in the 
north-east. However, a remarkably thorough analysis of the field and 
laboratory descriptions which has been made by Dr. K. B. Rooke, 
until 1961 a member of the B.O.U. Records Committee, has shown that 
the Lundy bird could only have been a Baltimore Oriole and that 
bullockii is ruled out. We are particularly grateful to Dr. Rooke for 
his work, which takes special account of the general colours and dark 
centres of the crown, mantle and back, of the absence of a super-
cilium, of the bright orange-yellow of the throat and the degree of 
orange of the rump and under-parts, and of the distribution of white 
on the greater and median coverts. Occasional examples of bullockii 
can be quite bright and show some of these features to a greater or 
lesser extent, but the combination of them is conclusive. The 
measurements of the two birds overlap to such an extent that these 
are not a great help in the present case, although those of the Bardsey 
bird would be on the small side for bullockii. Finally, although the 
lack of black on the throat suggests an immature female, the brightness 
of the rest of the plumage led Dr. Rooke to the conclusion that it was 
more likely to have been a male. 

On the question of possible escapes from captivity, we can find no 
evidence that any Baltimore Orioles were in captivity in Britain then, 
and the same arguments about North American species and immature 
birds apply as in the case of the Summer Tanager. Indeed, it seems 
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worth quoting from a statement by A. A. Prestwich in the Avicultural 
Magazine (1959, 65: 145-146) which says, 'The typical Hangnests of 
the genus Icterus number some forty species, of which about thirty 
have from time to time been imported into Europe. . . . They are 
almost unknown to present-day aviculturalists in Great Britain. . . . 
Even when available Hangnests do not appear to have been particularly 
popular with aviculturalists, mainly, perhaps, because it was difficult 
to obtain pairs, the more colourful males being imported in preference 
to the females. . . .' The Lundy bird's weight of 26.95 gm. is also 
at the bottom of the scale given by Mrs. K. B. Wetherbee {Bird-
Banding, 1934, 5: 60-61) for 52 immature Baltimore Orioles trapped 
between 12th July and 14th August: she gave a range of 26.88-39.98 
gm. (average 32.60 gm.) .—EDS.] 

Western Sandpiper on Fair Isle, Shetland (1956) 

This record is best explained by the publication of the following letter 
which Dr. I. C. T. Nisbet, then in America, wrote simultaneously to 
the B.O.U. Records Committee and to the editors of British Birds at 
the beginning of 1959. The original descriptions, and the analysis 
and arguments put forward by Dr. Nisbet, have since been carefully 
examined by a number of experts on both sides of the Atlantic and 
the conclusions reached in this letter are now unanimously accepted. 
In particular, it should be added that Kenneth Williamson and H. G. 
Alexander, who handled the bird and first identified it as a Semi-
palmated Sandpiper, are in complete agreement. The Western 
Sandpiper breeds in Alaska, and winters from the southern United 
States to Venezuela.—EDS. 

Sirs,—Williamson and Alexander (1957a) reported the occurrence of a 
Semipalmated Sandpiper (Ca/idris pusilld) at Fair Isle from 28th May 
to 3rd June 1956. After studying their detailed description, however, 
I have come to the conclusion that the bird was in fact a Western 
Sandpiper (C. mattri), and should be considered as the first British 
record of that species. Many reference books do not emphasise 
sufficiently strongly the difficulties which can arise in distinguishing 
some individuals of these two species, and the Fair Isle bird appears 
to have been one of the more 'difficult' examples. The webbing of 
the toes, in conjunction with other characters, suffices to exclude all 
other species but the two mentioned above. Specific identification 
is based on the following points from Williamson and Alexanders' 
full account. 

Measurements. The bill-length (19! mm.) was measured from the 
feathers and so cannot be compared with those given in standard 
American reference books. I have therefore measured 50 specimens 
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of each species from the collection of the Museum of Comparative 
Zoology, Harvard University, and give the results in the following 
table: 

Bill-length from feathers (millimetres) 

C. pusilla 

C. mauri 

16 

3 

-

17 

1 1 

-

18 

14 

-

19 

9 

-

2 0 

8 

2 

2 1 

5 

6 

2 2 

1 

1 1 

23 

1 

1 2 

24 

4 

25 

4 

26 

7 

27 

3 

2 8 

1 

It will be seen that 19J mm. is just below the minimum of this sample 
of mauri, and it was doubtless for this reason that the Fair Isle bird 
was identified as pusilla. However, the difference is much too slight 
to be conclusive. 

The wing chord (97 mm.) might also be taken to support identifica
tion as pusilla, for it is longer than that of any short-billed example of 
mauri in my sample: the longest wing on a bird with a bill of 20 or 
21 mm. was only 94 mm., the shortest-billed bird with a wing of 
97 mm. having a bill of 22 mm. However, 97 mm. is too long for 
pusilla also (range of 50 measurements: 86 to 96 mm., mean 92.5). 
Thus, on the basis of wing- and bill-length alone, the Fair Isle bird 
could have been either an unusually long-winged pusilla or an unusually 
short-billed mauri, and identification must be based on other features. 

The tarsus (23 mm.) is typical of mauri and unusually long for 
pusilla, but I found a few specimens of the latter which were equally 
long. 

Head-colour. The Fair Isle bird had 'ear-coverts reddish-brown . . . 
crown-feathers were blackish-brown edged with grey, more rufous 
on the sides of the crown and nape', these rufous areas being striking 
in the field as well as in the hand. The reddish ear-coverts are diag
nostic of mauri, and are never found on pusilla (Ridgway 1887, Witherby 
et al. 1941, etc.); I have confirmed this by examination of over 150 
skins, including many in full breeding plumage. 

Upper-parts. The Fair Isle bird was in moult to breeding plumage, 
having 'longest tertiaries dark brown with some sepia and warm 
whitish edgings, the new feathers being black edged with orange-
brown and tipped with white. There were similar new feathers in 
the scapulars and mantle'. Together with those on the crown and 
nape, these orange-brown feathers on the back are also diagnostic of 
mauri, these areas in pusilla never being brighter than 'pale buffy 
cinnamon' (Ridgway 1887) or 'pink buff or pink cinnamon' (Witherby 
et al. 1941). In one or two exceptional skins of pusilla in the Harvaid 
collection the edgings of the scapulars were brighter than this, 
approaching the colour of those of mauri, but even on these birds the 
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edgings of the mantle and crown feathers were buffy, much too dull to-
fit the description of the Fair Isle bird. 

Bill-shape. The field description of the Fair Isle bird—'black bill, 
slightly decurved at the tip, was slender and rather long for a stint 
and just about as long as the head'—could not possibly apply to pusilla 
and is typical of the appearance of a short-billed mauri. It is most 
unfortunate that the bill-shape was not mentioned in the laboratory 
description, but the more flattened bill-tip of pusilla should have 
attracted attention in the hand. 

Voice. The chirr-rr-rr note mentioned by Williamson and Alexander 
fits neither the ebrup flight-note of pusilla nor the shriller chief of mauri, 
and was probably a form of the twittering note common to many small 
waders. I myself have never heard a Western Sandpiper call in spring, 
but I have heard both species twitter on autumn passage. 

Other field-characters. The warm tone of some feathers on the upper-
parts doubtless helped to cause the confusion with Baird's Sandpiper 
(C. bairdii) when the bird was first seen. However, the 'upright' 
stance and relatively long legs which Williamson and Alexander 
(1957b) later quoted as distinctions of their bird from bairdii are not 
characteristic of pusilla, but are in fact useful subsidiary field-characters 
of mauri. Furthermore, the fact that the Fair Isle bird's wings were 
distinctly shorter than the tail-tip when at rest shows that it must have 
been very large-bodied, for its wings were in fact unusually long for 
either species (cf. Browne 1958). Williamson and Alexander's direct 
estimate of size—one inch shorter than a Dunlin (C. alpina)—confirms 
that the bird was too large-bodied for pusilla. 

In short, Williamson and Alexander's description is an excellent 
and unmistakable account of a small-billed example of C. mauri, and 
shows conclusively that the bird could not have been C. pusilla. 

The Western Sandpiper, although breeding only in northern Alaska, 
migrates down the Atlantic coast of North America and winters quite 
commonly in the southern United States, occurring in hundreds north 
to North Carolina. Its spring migration must carry it mainly over
land, for it is rare on the coast north of its wintering range. However, 
it is far more numerous on the Atlantic coast than some other species 
(e.g. Baird's Sandpiper) which are accepted as having occurred in Great 
Britain in spring. 

I am greatly indebted to the curators of the Museum of Comparative 
Zoology, Harvard University, and the American Museum of Natural 
History, New York, for permission to examine their extensive collec
tions. I . C. T. N I S B E T 
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P L A T E 12. Young male Summer Tanager {Piranga rubra), Bardsey, September 1957, 
the first recorded in Europe. Like an outsize Greenfinch without the yellow marks, 
it was olive-green above (with darker wings and odd red feathers) and yellow below. 
Note the thickish bill and slightly forked tail (pages 49-52) {photos: W. M. Condry) 
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