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This is the tenth annual competition for 'Bird Photograph of the Year', and 
the sixth to be sponsored by Matthew Gloag and Son Ltd, proprietors ofThe 
Famous Grouse Scotch whisky. 

151. Grey Partridges Perdix perdix dusting, West Midlands, April 1985 (A. T. Mqffett) (Olympus: 
OM1. 300 mm Zuiko lens. Kodachrome 64) 
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152. Female Goldcrest Regulus regulus displaying to its own reflection, Norfolk, April 1985 [f. D. 
Bakewell) (Olympus OM1. Tamron 90 mm Macro lens. Novoflex macroflash guns. Kodachrome 64) 

153. Water Raü Rallus aquaticus at dead Moorhen Gallirmla chlor opus, Worcestershire, January 1985 
(Mike Wilkes) (Olympus OM2. 70-210 zoom. Braun F700 flashgun with two heads. Kodachrome 64) 
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Ist BIRD PHOTOGRAPH OF THE YEAR 1986 Grey Partridges Perdix perdix dusting, by A. T. 

Moffett (plate 151) 
2nd Water Rail Rallus aquaticus at dead Moorhen Gallinula chloropus, by Mike Wilkes 

(plate 153) 
3rd Goldcrest Regulus regulus displaying to its own reflection, by J. D. Bakewell (plate 152) 
4th Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa dusting, by A. T. Moffett (plate 154) 
5th Treecreepers Certhiajamiliaris reacting at nest-site, by Alan Barnes (plate 155) 
6th Grey Partridge by C. R. Knights 
7th Kestrel Falco tinnunculus hovering, by Hans Schouten 
8th Mallards Anas platyrhynchos copulating, by Richard T. Mills 
9th Blizzards Buteo buteo at nest, by Colin Carver. 

I Oth Blackbird Turdus merula, by Colin Carver 
II th Chough Pyrrhocoraxpyrrhocotax removing egg from nest, by M. B. Withers 
12th Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs singing, by Erniejanes 
13th Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii displaying, by Gordon Langsbury 
14th Mallard retrieving nest material stolen by nearby Canada Goose Branta canadensis, by 

Mike Wilkes 
15th Long-eared Owl Asio otus, by Paul van der Poel 
16th Mediterranean Gull Laras melanocephalus, by Tim Loseby 
17th Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos singing, by P. Munsterman 
18th Common Terns Sterna hirundo fishing, by Roger Tidman 
19th Bittern Botaurus stellaris displaying at photographer, by Dennis Green 
20th Fulmars Fulmams glacialis at colony, by Roger Wilmshurst 
21 st Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus, by Paul Doherty 

The general Standard of Photographie excellence achieved seems to 
improve every year. The top five or six photographs have always been 
süperb, but we have now reached the position that no less than 41 
transparencies were selected for our initial shortlist, and we could whittle 

154. Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa dusting, West Midlands, April 1985 (A. T. Moffett) 
(Olympus OM1. 300 mm Zuiko lens. Kodachrome 64) 
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155. Pair of Treecreepers Certhia Jamiliaris reacting at nest-site, Sussex, June 1985 (A. P. 
Barnes) (Olympus OM1. Tamron 300 mm lens. Two Sunpak flash units. Kodachrome 64) 
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this down to 21 only after a further hour of discussion. As usual, the final 
placings are the result of a paper vote by the four judges. We have 
commented on this 'strength in depth' on previous occasions, but wish to 
stress it again, for bird photography in colour is clearly thriving, thanks to 
the excellent equipment now available, and the expertise of today's bird-
photographers, who have built on the experience of previous generations. 
Another satisfactory trend is that the proportion of photographs taken 
away from the nest is still increasing. The rules of this competition State 
that, as well as technical excellence, aesthetic appeal and artistic compo-
sition, entries will be judged on originality and scientific interest; we are, 
therefore, always looking especially for action shots showing interesting 
behaviour, although a portrait showing the bird particularly well within its 
habitat can also be just as 'scientifically interesting' and informative. 

The Standard was so high that we wish to repeat that any photographer 
whose work reached even the first shortlist of 41 (let alone the final 21 
already listed) deserves congratulations. The initial 41 included 12 
additional photographers: Dennis Bright, Dr Kevin Carlson, David M. 
Cottridge (winner in 1983), David J. Garner, R. Glover, Tony Hamblin, 
S. J. Hingston, Harry Lehto, J. Lawton Roberts (winner in 1984), Peter 
Smith, J. G. Snowball and Steve Young. 

Most photographers submitted three transparencies (the maximum 
number permitted by the rules), and two entrants deserve special mention 
since all three of their entries were selected in the initial short-listing: this 
consistency of top-class work was achieved by our 1986 winner, A. T. 
Moffett, and our 1977 winner, Mike Wilkes. Only three photographers 
managed to get two of their three photographs included in the final 
shortlist: Colin Carver, A. T. Moffett (again!) and Mike Wilkes (again!) 

Our winning photograph this year meets all the criteria of the 
competition's rules equally. A. T. Moffett, who, over recent years, has 
photographed birds sunning with conspicuous success, concentrated in 
1985 on attempting to photograph birds dusting. His results are stunningly 
successful, and also show a rarely photographed feature of bird behaviour. 
We believe the best of these photographs is a delightful shot of two Grey 
Partridges dusting (plate 151). The composition is exactly right, the birds 
being 'well balanced' within the picture, and both looking at the camera; 
and the colours are a delight. But, most importantly, we see both partridges 
dug-in to the soft, dusty earth as they indulge in this curious form of feather 
care, introducing the soft earth into their plumage. 

The success of this series of photographs is demonstrated by the fact that 
we also placed fourth another of A. T. Moffett's shots, a Red-legged 
Partridge also dusting (plate 154). This bird has dug itself surprisingly 
deeply into the soft soil. We are delighted that Mr Moffett's meticulous 
preparations and patience — revealed by his success in the past with 
sunning Green Woodpecker Picus viridis (4th in 1982, Brit. Birds 75: plate 
68), sunning Wren Troglodytes troglodytes and Great Spotted Woodpecker 
Dendrocopos major (6th in 1982 and 8th in 1983) and singing Cuckoo Cuculus 
canorus (3rd in 1983, Brit. Birds 76: plate 89, and now well known through its 
use in the ZEISS West Germany advertisements for 10X40 binoculars)—have 
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now been rewarded with our top prize. 
The runner-up, M. C. Wilkes, was our wirmer in 1977 with a Nightingale 

Lusänia megarhynchos at a woodland pool (Brit. Birds 70: plate 25), was 
runner-up in 1981 (with a pair of Reed Warbiers Acrocephalus scirpaceus, Brit. 
Birds 74: plate 132) and was placed third in both 1979 (with a Woodcock 
Scolopax rusticoia, Brit. Birds 72: plate 105) and 1984 (Kingfisher Älcedo atthts, 
Brit. Birds 77: plate 55). His photograph this year is of a Water Rail Coming 
to feed at a dead Moorhen (plate 153). This sums up the problems which 
birds have in winter: freezing conditions making feeding difficult, so that 
the most opportunistic and catholic feeders survive. In fact, the Moorhen 
was a traffic casualty, placed by Mike Wilkes to attract a feeding Water 
Rail, but the pieture achieves the planned effect brilliantly and this 
planning and preparation by a bird-photographer is wholly justified in our 
view (provided, as in this case, that an honest account is given of the 
circumstances). The eolour and composition, with the faded winter reeds 
forming a back-drop, eomplete the pieture, 

The third place goes to J. D. Bakewell, for a most original photograph of a 
dtsplaying female Goldcrest (plate 152). This bird was observed regularly, 
at the same time each morning, displaying, with crest raised, to its own 
reflection in a garage window. The bird was photographed from inside the 
window, illumination of both bird and background being with well-
handled flash. 

Placed fifth was a most attractive shot of a pair of Treecreepers at the nest 
(plate 155)—one of the few nest-photographs in our shortlist. A. P. Barnes 
photographed these, when both parents returned simultaneously to feed 
their young. Both seemed surprised to find the other present and tried to 
feed each other—instead of their nestlings—before flying off. Moments 
later, they returned, singly, going straight in to the nest hole to feed their 
young. 

The 18 photographers whose work was short-listed will be invited to 
attend the Press Reception in London at which the award is made to the 
winner. A short report on this will appear in 'News and comment' in due 
course. 

We must stress yet again that the Standard is so high that no-one who 
entered this year should be discouraged if they did not reach the shortlist. 
The day's judging is one of the highlights of our lives—seeing so many 
stunning bird-photographs, the cream of the dedicated work by many of the 
world's most expert amateur and professional bird-photographers. We 
hope that all this year's entrants will again submit their work for our 1987 
competition. 

Finally, we must once more remind photographers of die legal 
requirements of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981), and that the 
weifare of the birds must always be put first. 

R. J . CHANDLER, ERIC HOSKING, J . T. R. SHARRocsand DON SMITH 


