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T H E CORKECT NAME OP W H I T E ' S THRUSH. 

INSTEAD of under the " familiar " name Turdus varius, 
White's Thrush appears on p . 642 of my Vogel der 
Palaarktischen Fauna as Turdus dauma aureus. My 

continued... 

I 



130 BRITISH BIRDS. 

British friends are horrified, because they are, in opposition 
to the ancient Gauls whom Caasar described as " rerum 
novarum cwpidi," somewhat too conservative, at any rate 
in matters of nomenclature. Let us see why this change 
of a name has been made. Holandre described the bird 
distinctly in 1825 (Annuaire de la Moselle, p. 60) as 
Turdus aureus, while Pallas' name appeared in the 
Zoogr. Rosso-Asiat., I, p. 449, a work which was not 
issued before 1827, although most examples bear on the 
title-page the date 1811, and some writers quote it as 
1831, a date which is found on the title-page of some 
copies. The correct date should be 1827 (see Yog. fal. 
Fauna, I, p. 277, footnote, and K. E. v. Baer, Berichte tiber die 
Zoogr. Rosso-Asiat., 1831, pp. 16, 22, 23). Therefore the 
name aureus appeared before that of varius, and this bird, 
being a very closely allied sub-species of T. daurrm, the 
correct name is T. dawma aureus. But the question now 
arises : will British Ornithologists allow their attachment 
to old friends to be their guiding rule in nomenclature, 
instead of the laws and rules adopted by Zoologists 
generally % Will they follow in the footsteps of the 
Ornithologists of a generation ago, who did what I do 
now—i.e., accept the name aureus instead of varius, 
as Newton, Tweeddale, Dresser, Seebohm, Sharpe and 
others accepted varius instead of Whitei, which was 
formerly the " familiar " name used by Eyton, Gould, 
Blasius, Yarrell, Temminck, Schlegel, Gray, Naumann 
and others, or will they consider their present convenience 
instead of that of future generations and continue to call 
the bird Turdus varius ? Let us wait and see ! 

THE PROPER NAME OF THE SONG-THKTJSH ASTD RED
WING, 

Linnaeus (Syst. Nat. Ed., X, 1758, p. 169) described the 
Redwing under the name of Turdus musicus. The 
diagnosis " alis subtus ferrugineis, linea stipere. albicante " 
is clearly that of the Redwing. Therefore the Redwing 
should be called Turdus musicus. The name Turdus 
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iliacus of 1758, on the other hand, is not available, because 
under that heading appears a mixture of descriptions of 
the Song-Thrush, Redwing and Mistle-Thrush, while 
in 1766 the name iliacus was transferred to the species 
formerly named T. musicus. The Song-Thrush was 
described by Brehm in 1831 as Turdus philomdos, and 
therefore it must henceforth be called by that name. The 
British form of the Song-Thrush, which is darker and 
more olive-coloured, as acknowledged (in litt.) by many 
of my friends and correspondents, such as Messrs. Eagle-
Clarke, Bonhote and Drs. N. E. and C. B. Ticehurst, was 
described by me as Turdus pMlomelos clarkei (see Vog. 
pal. Fauna, p. 651). 

ON THE BLACK-THBOATED AND EABBD WHBATEABS. 

These two birds, generally known as Saxicola stapazina 
and 8. aurita, are one and the same species, but the male 
appears in two forms, one with a black, the other with a 
whitish throat, and the females, too, have sometimes 
blackish, sometimes white throats. Pastor Kleinschmidt 
was the first recent author who threw out a hint that 
they might be one species, and the interesting observations 
by Dr. Schiebel and Herr Reiser in south-eastern 
Europe have shown that the two supposed species do 
not differ in any way in their habits or in their nests 
and eggs, and have left hardly any doubt that they are 
one and the same bird, especially as black-throated males 
do not always pair with dark-throated females and 
vice versa. 

An unbiassed and careful study of a large series of 
skins, and last, but not least, my own personal observa
tions in company with the Hon. W. Rothschild in Algeria, 
have confirmed Pastor Kleinschmidt's suspicion, and the 
observations of Messrs. Schiebel and Reiser. 

This dimorphic plumage is found alike in the western 
form, S. hispanica hispanica, and in the eastern sub
species, $. hispanica xanihomelaena. Neither the name 
8. stapazina, nor that of S. aurita need henceforth be used 
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for this species, for Linnaeus named it " MotaciUa 
hispanica" in the Syst. Nat., Ed. X, p . 186. His 
description is solely based on Edwards (Orn. nov., I, 
PL 31 and letterpress), who figured and described a 
black-throated and a white-throated male. Although 
rightly believing them to be specifically identical, he 
erroneously described them as male and female. 

A similar dimorphism occurs in Saxicola pleschanka, 
the white-throated form of which has been described as 
a different species under the name of S. vittata. On 
October 19th, 1909, this bird was added to the British 
list. (Cf. antea, Vol. I I I . , p. 296.) 

T H E NAME OF THE BLACK REDSTART. 

The Black Redstart is now generally known as Ruticilla 
tiihys, but its correct name is Phoenicurus ochruros 
gibraltariensis. The description of MotaciUa titys 
(Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., Ed. X, p. 187) is that of a female 
of Phoenicurus phoenicurus, the Common Redstart. Not 
only is this evident when one carefully peruses the 
diagnosis, but in Ed. X I I (1766) Linnaeus himself says 
that his titys is the female of the Common Redstart. 

I t is, therefore, an impossible and unscientific proceed
ing to retain the name titys, and it must be replaced by 
the next oldest name, which is gibraltariensis Gmelin, 
1789. Seebohm (Catalogue Birds Br. Mus., V, p . 339) 
accepted Scopoli's name tithys of 1769, but this proceeding 
is of course quite unjustifiable, as the name had already 
been used by Linnaeus in another sense, although 
Saunders and others have adopted Seebohm's nomen
clature. 

Unfortunately, this is not all, but as our Black Redstart 
is a sub-species of the Caucasian form, which was already 
named MotaciUa ochruros in 1774, our bird becomes 
Phoenicurus ochruros gibraltariensis. 

With regard to the generic name, it is known, and now 
generally accepted, that Phoenicurus antedates Ruticilla. 
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It is most regrettable that the wrong name, titys 
(occasionally spelt tithys, tytis, tythis, litis, thytis, thitis, 
Utes /) has been used so long. The reason must have been 
either that nobody carefully read Linnaeus' descriptions 
of 1758 and 1766, or was familiar with the plumages of 
female Common Redstarts. 

THE WEENS OF THE BKITISH ISLES. 

Much discrepancy has recently existed in the writings 
of various authors concerning the generic name of the 
European Wrens; the term Troglodytes having been 
restricted to a group of American Wrens with rather 
longer bills and tails, while the European (and some 
American) Wrens, which had been erroneously called 
Anorthura by Sharpe, were baptized Olbiorchilus by 
Mr. Oberholser, until Professor Lonnberg found out 
that they had already received the name Nannus from 
Billberg. All this trouble is, in my opinion, unnecessary, 
because the generic separation of Troglodytes and Nannus 
rests on such slight grounds, that the two supposed genera 
are much better united, and in that case Troglodytes 
remains as the oldest name of the genus. 

Studying the Wrens inhabiting the British Isles I 
came to the following conclusions : 

Specimens from England, Scotland and Ireland are 
alike and cannot be separated from the continental 
form. 

The Wrens from the Shetland Islands are very different, 
being very much larger, and therefore much nearer to 
the forms inhabiting St. Kilda, the Faeroes, and Iceland. 
The bill is as long as in T. troglodytes islandicus, the culmen 
measuring 15-16 mm., but the wing is shorter ; those 
of three males measuring only 52-53"3 mm., that of a 
female 48-1 mm., against a wing of 57"5 to 61 mm. in 
T, t. islandicus. The colour of the upper-side, especially 
of the head and wings, is darker than in T. t. bormlis 
(from the Faeroes) and in T. t. islandicus, and the under-
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side is also slightly darker. From T. t. bormlis they also 
differ by their much larger bills, and from T. t. hirtensis in 
the darker colour of their plumage, especially on the under 
surface. 

I have, therefore, named this very distinct form 
Troglodytes troglodytes zetlandictts on p. 777 of my book. 
The specimens which I examined, including the type, 
are in the Royal Scottish Museum in Edinburgh. 

The Wrens from the Hebrides and from Fair Isle have 
been a great puzzle to me. They stand between T. t. 
troglodytes, the common British Wren, and T. t. zetlandicus, 
and some seem to me to be indistinguishable from some 
T. t. borealis. The individual variation being rather 
great, and the specimens which I have been able to examine 
not very numerous, I have deferred judgment about 
this form, hoping that I or someone else may in future 
be able to study a better series. It must also be 
remembered, that it is quite possible that in autumn 
single specimens may be blown southwards from one 
island to another, and, therefore, a series obtained in the 
breeding-season should be examined. 

I may here remark that there does not appear to exist 
an adequate series of T. t. hirtensis in any museum, 
while series of eggs are to be found in many collections, 
and clutches are constantly offered for sale in dealers' 
shops and figure in many of Stevens' sale lists. We are 
now sufficiently aware that the eggs from St. Kilda are 
larger, and nothing is gained by the collecting of larger 
series of clutches, while the few skins in museums are 
mostly from spirits, and a good description can hardly 
be made from them. I have only been able to measure 
three adult birds in fairly good condition. 

THE BRITISH DIPPERS. 

The British, and especially Irish, Dippers have often 
puzzled ornithologists. Dresser, in 1874, said that he 
had not been able to examine an English-killed specimen 
of the Scandinavian form (which he called C. melano-
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gaster), while he referred a bird from Ireland to the latter, 
because it " agrees closely with specimens from Sweden." 

In 1881 Sharpe cautioned his readers against the above 
statement, declaring that " the specimens" (Dresser 
mentioned only one !) referred to by Mr. Dresser were 
only young birds of the year of the ordinary G. aquaticus 
after their first moult, at which time they were hardly 
distinguishable from G. cinclus (the Scandinavian form). 

Sharpe's view was repeated and generalized by Seebohm 
two years later. The same author then added that birds 
from the Peak of Derbyshire, 1,500 feet above the sea, 
were darker than those which are found lower down the 
valleys, a statement afterwards repeated by various 
authors, among others by Saunders, who makes a similar 
observation with regard to the Dippers in the Pyrenees. 

Sharpe, in 1894, called the British Dippers Cinclus 
aquaticus, and admitted C. cinclus from Scandinavia as a 
visitor to the eastern counties of England. In 1902 
Tschusi separated the British Dipper as G. c. britannicus. 

I have tried to examine as many British Dippers as 
possible and have come to the following conclusions :— 

Dresser, in 1874, was nearest to the truth, when he 
considered the Irish Dipper to be different from those 
of England and Scotland. Sharpe, on the other hand, 
had apparently not seen the specimen on which Dresser 
based his statement, for young British Dippers do not 
look like adult birds of the Irish form. 

Seebohm's statement, that birds from the Peak of 
Derbyshire were different from those of lower altitudes, 
and more like Swedish ones, was apparently based on the 
comparison of one or two specimens and generalized 
without any reason whatever. Saunders' assertions 
that Pyrenean birds from higher elevations differed from 
those of the valleys, and that the Pyrenean form is like 
the Norwegian one, are not quite correct; it is true that 
the Pyrenean Dipper differs from that of Spain, but all 
Pyrenean birds, as far as I have been able to ascertain, 
belong to a distinct race, C. cinclus pyrenaicus of Dresser, 
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while those of Spain are almost exactly like the German 
C. c. aquaticus, but up to the present the material from 
the Iberian Peninsula has been inadequate for purposes 
of comparison. 

Irish Dippers, as I have said before, differ from English 
and Scotch ones. They have wider black borders to the 
feathers of the upper-side than C. c. cinclus and C. c. 
britannicus, so that the back appears almost uniform 
black in freshly moulted examples, and the rufous pectoral 
area is more restricted than in C. c. britannicus, but 
wider than in typical G. c. cinclus from Scandinavia. I 
have been able to compare six Irish Dippers, which were 
all distinguishable from twenty-three out of twenty-four 
from Great Britain. Only one, a skin from Tillicoultry, in 
Scotland, agreed with the Irish Dippers in the black 
upper surface. Adding to my observations Dresser's 
observation of 1874, I considered that I had sufficient 
reason to separate this form, and I named it Cinclus 
cinclus hibernicus on page 790 of my book. 

THE GENEBIC NAMES OE OUR SWALLOWS. 

The nomenclature of the Swallows has been subjected 
to most extraordinary treatment, the name of Ghelidon 
Forster, 1817, having been disregarded and Ghelidon 
Boie, 1822, which was based on no better grounds and 
not diagnosed, accepted—Ghelidon Forster being the 
generic name for the British Swallow, Ghelidon Boie 
that for the House-Martin. But to make things still 
worse, Riparia Forster (also 1817) has been accepted for 
the Sand-Martins. It stands to reason that, if one of 
Forster's names is valid, the other must be equally so, 
and the case is really very simple ; Linnaeus and subsequent 
authors called all Swallows Hirundo and included the 
Swifts, but Forster, in 1817, divided them into Ghelidon 
(rustica), Hirundo (urbica) and Riparia (riparia), each 
of these genera being monotypic. This nomenclature 
must be accepted and supersedes all subsequent altera
tions and shiftings of names. 


	Notes on various species of British birds
	The correct name of White's Thrush
	The proper name of the Song-Thrush and Red-Wing
	On the Black-Throated and Eared Wheatears
	The name of the Black Redstart
	The Wrens of the British Isles
	The British Dippers
	The Generic names of our Swallows


