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NOTES. 

CARRION CROWS ATTACKING MAGPIE. 
ON July 19th, 1947, whilst cycling near Heytesbury, Wiltshire, I 
heard some Magpies (P. p. pica) chattering, as though alarmed, in 
a hawthorn not far from the road. I turned and was just in time 
to see a Carrion Crow (Corvus c. corone) strike a Magpie to the 
ground and follow it down. The Magpie was a bird of the year but 
was a substantial size. The crow seemed to land astride the 
Magpie and was proceeding to attack it when it was alarmed, pos
sibly by myself. It flew up and the Magpie made good its escape 
into the hawthorn where there were other Magpies, possibly mem
bers of the same brood. I then noticed that there were two Carrion 
Crows and it would seem, from the commotion that I had heard 
previous to witnessing the attack, that they were engaged in chiv
vying the Magpies. E. M. CAWKEIX. 

"SMOKE-BATHING" OF JACKDAW. 
MENTION of Starlings (Sturnus v. vulgaris) "smoke-bathing" (antea, 
Vol. xl, p. 340) leads me to record a similar behaviour on the part of 
Jackdaws (Corvus monedula) which I have not infrequently wit
nessed ; but instead of perching on the lee side of chimney-pots as 
mentioned by your correspondent, the Jackdaws I saw hovered for 
about 5 seconds in the smoke coming from the chimney, often 
returning two or three times when they could no longer balance in 
mid-air. As I have seen this almost always in winter, I imagined 
that it might be a device adopted to get warm ; the only time I 
have seen it happen in spring was when a fire was unexpectedly 
lit in the chimney in which the bird was nesting. M. W. RIDLEY. 

STARLING ROBBING MISTLE-THRUSH. 
WITH reference to the note on Starlings robbing Blackbirds of 
worms (antea, Vol. xl, p. 340), I have seen on one occasion a Starling 
(Sturnus v. vulgaris) snatch one or more worms from the beak of a 
Mistle-Thrush (Tardus v. viscivorus) while the latter was standing 
presumably listening for further worms. The Mistle-Thrush did 
not show any reaction. HENRY BOASE. 

CHAFFINCH BUILDING SECOND NEST BEFORE FLEDGING 
OF FIRST BROOD. 

IN the afternoon of May 16th, 1947, a female Chaffinch (Fringilla 
ccelebs gengleri) began to build a second nest in our garden at 
Kidlington, Oxford, before the young of the first brood were 
fledged. 

The hen bird divided her time between feeding the two nestlings 
of the first brood and building the second nest. The cock also fed 
the young, but took no part in the building. The first of the two 
young flew at midday on May 17th, and the second in the early 



84 BRITISH BIRDS. VOL. XU, 

morning of May 18th. Both male and female continued to feed 
the young after fledging, but the. female alone built the second nest, 
in which the first egg of a clutch of five was laid on May 21st. 

F, W. CHAMBERLAIN. 

DISPLAY OF YELLOW BUNTING. 
ON August 6th, 1947, a pair of Yellow Buntings (Emberiza c. 
citrinetta) was observed displaying in a lane near Brewood, Stafford
shire. 

The male arched the wings well over the back and continually 
fluttered them. The crest was raised, and the tail was fanned to a 
remarkable degree. This was drooped to touch the ground, thus 
showing very prominently the chestnut and black rump. The 
bird strutted round in circles uttering a quiet churring note. The 
female was unfortunately just out of sight, and at this stage the 
birds were disturbed by a car. 

This display appears to have been similar to that recorded by 
G. T. Rope and E. M. Cawkell, but the date appears unusually late. 

L. SALMON. 

[The display was evidently not identical with those to which our 
correspondent refers, as G. T. Rope (Zool., 1913, p. 196) describes 
the wings as raised high above the back, "as a Redshank often does 
for a short time after alighting" and Major Cawkell (antea, Vol. xl, 
p. 212) also describes the wings as "held high above the back." 
—EDS. ] 

VARIANT YELLOW WAGTAIL IN SUSSEX. 
ON April 27th, 1947, we found on Pevensey Levels, Sussex, a pair 
of "Yellow" Wagtails, the male of which was obviously of the 
variant form resembling the Siberian race or Sykes's Wagtail 
(Motacitta flava beema) which is discussed in the Supplementary 
Additions and Corrections to The Handbook {Vol. v, pp. 288-9). 
Its head was ashy blue-grey in colour with a white chin and a white 
eye-stripe. The ear-coverts were no darker than the forehead and 
crown. The birds were repeatedly seen in the same locality during 
May and on June 8th, the nest, containing five young, was found 
at the base of a clump of rushes by D. D. H. and G. des Forges. 

D. H. BROWN AND D. D. HARBER. 

RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 
ON August 26th, 1947,1 noticed a small grey and white bird creeping 
about in a hop-covered hedge at the base of a line of poplar trees, on 
the borders of the Nottingham Sewage Farm near Burton Joyce. 
The bird appeared to have all the characteristics of a skulking 
warbler except that the tail was occasionally flicked upwards and 
spread out revealing a characteristic pattern. I followed the bird 
observing it for some time, and then threw a stone in the hedge, 
whereupon it flew up into one of the neighbouring poplars, where 
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better views were obtained. I t appeared to be feeding on insects 
among the leaves but occasionally came into view on bare twigs. 

During this period of observation I gained a complete picture of 
the bird. In size I estimated it to be slightly larger than a Willow-
Warbler, some of which species were present for comparison ; the 
whole of the upper-parts and wings were a brownish, mousey-grey 
colour, although there was a lightish cover over the secondaries, 
only apparent in flight as a slight transparency; the throat and 
under-parts were dull white. The most characteristic feature was 
the tail, which had a broad white patch on either side at the base 
separated by brown central tail feathers. These patches extended 
three-quarters of the length of the tail, the rest of which was brown. 
The underside of the tail was greyish but also showed a brown 
central bar with white at the base. The bill was small and sharp, 
brown in colour, and the legs appeared dark brown. No call notes 
or utterances were heard. In flight the only striking feature was 
the peculiar tail pattern, which was well displayed. 

The weather at this time was warm and fine with a strong NE-E 
wind, and the migrants appearing were a few Pied Flycatchers, 
Whinchats, Redstarts, warblers and wagtails. 

It is evident that the bird was a female Red-breasted Flycatcher 
(Muscicapa p. parva), a bird which does not appear to have been 
recorded previously in the county. R. J. RAINES. 

REED-WARBLER IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 
ON June ist, 1947, a Reed-Warbler (Acrocephalus s. scirpaceus) 
was trapped on Skokholm Island in the garden, where it had 
previously been singing in the bushes. There are two previous 
records of this species in Pembrokeshire: one, Smalls Lighthouse, 
October 17th, 1908 (Handbook Brit. Birds) and one at Llanrhian', 
north of St. Davids, May 30th, 1929 (antea, Vol. xxiii, p. 38). 

J. KEIGBXEY, 
DISPLAY OF WREN. 

AT about 9 a.m. G.M.T., on June 21st, 1947, while walking through 
a wood near Porlock, Somerset, I noticed two Wrens (Troglodytes t. 
troglodytes) displaying on a small rotten bough of a large beech about 
12 ft. from the ground. I was first attracted by an unusual song, 
more prolonged and even more powerful than usual for a Wren but 
lacking the longer trills, as distinct from the warbling parts, of the 
usual song. 

The male approached the female along the branch with neck 
extended vertically to a phenomenal degree, reminding me of photo
graphs of the Bittern in alarm posture. The female responded by 
taking up the same position. The male then mounted the female 
and coition was attempted, but was presumably incomplete as the 
female was seen afterwards shivering her wings and tail in the 
invitatory posture when the male had flown off. The whole 
episode cannot have taken more than 15 seconds. J. A. NELDER. 
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SUB-SONG OF DIPPER. 
NEAR Skipton, Yorkshire, on September 7th, 1947, I heard a 
particularly complete example of the sub-song of a British Dipper 
(Cinclus cinclus gularis). 

The sub-song consisted of phrases which were joined together 
without any break. Each phrase was made up of the rapid repeti
tion of a medium note and then a repetition of a higher note. 
Normally there was more repetition of the lower than of the 
higher note, and very occasionally the lower notes followed each 
other so rapidly that the effect was that of a sustained note. The 
number of repetitions varied from phrase to phrase, so that the 
song was far from monotonous. The song was sustained for half 
minute periods separated by quarter minute intervals, and was not 
audible beyond 7 yards. T. SMITH. 

EXCEPTIONAL FEEDING BEHAVIOUR OF KINGFISHER. 
ON MARCH 7th, 1947, during prolonged severe weather at Rudding-
ton, Notts., I saw a Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis ispida), probably 
attracted by the presence of other birds, feeding on bread scraps 
thrown on the ground. The bird perched on an adjacent post, 
from which it dropped steeply down to snatch a piece of bread and 
return to its perch, where the food was shaken two or three times 
before swallowing. 

This performance was observed three times, after which the bird 
flew away and was not seen again. The nearest stream, frozen at 
the time, was a mile away. I do not think such behaviour has been 
recorded before, and it may therefore be of interest. As it may be 
thought that the bird was a Nuthatch (Sitta europcea), which in 
similar circumstances has sometimes been mistaken for a Kingfisher, 
I may add that I am thoroughly familiar with Kingfishers. The 
bird was plainly seen and I can state positively that the following 
characteristics were expressly noted : stout strong bill as compared 
with Nuthatch; blue-green upper-parts, white patch on each side 
of neck, orange-brown ear-coverts and under-parts ; red feet and 
legs. There was thus no possible question of the bird's identity. 

H. BARLOW. 
SNOWY OWL IN CO. GALWAY. 

ON September 6th, 1947, I observed at close quarters through 
binoculars an adult Snowy Owl (Nydea scandiaca) on the moor 
near Lough Boliska, north of Spiddal, Co. Galway. I first dis
turbed the bird from an out-crop of rocks, then watched it at rest 
on a large boulder and later on the open moor. From the very 
sparse black markings on the upper-parts and entire lack of any 
on the head and neck I concluded that the bird was a male. 
Previous records of this owl in Co. Galway are given in Brit. Birds, 
Vol. xl, p. 54. 

Occurrences in Ireland in September are quite exceptional. 
ROBERT F. RUTTLEDGE. 
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SHORT-EARED OWL TAKING STOAT. 
ON October ist, 1947, on Fremington Marsh, North Devon, I 
flushed a Short-eared Owl (Asio f. flammeus) from the still warm 
body of a female Stoat (Mustela erminea). The Stoat had deep 
claw cuts on its back and deep wounds over the eyes and on the 
neck. The Stoat is not recorded in The Handbook as being a 
normal prey of the Short-eared Owl. GEOFFREY H. GUSH. 

BREEDING OF HOBBY IN NORTH MIDLANDS. 
FROM August 5th to 10th inclusive, 1930, I had the pleasure of 
frequently watching the movements of three young Hobbies (Fatco 
s. subbuteo), often within some 40-50 yards in a locality on the 
Cheshire-Derbyshire border near where the late Mr. T. A. Coward 
recorded a nest (early in the century, I believe). 

The birds when first found had not long left the nest, I think, and 
good views were obtained. They were not shy, and more than once 
took up a perch on trees overhanging the road through a glen which 
led down from extensive moorland to lower country. 

The chief haunts were two or three rows of a few Scots pines 
each, scattered on slopes of tall moor-grass mixed with bracken. 

The parent birds were extremely wary, coming in very suddenly, 
probably from a height, so that no good view of them was obtained. 
A Hobby was seen just at that spot on May 9th, 1907 and a pair in 
more than one summer during the intervening years. Several old 
nests of Carrion Crows and Sparrow-Hawks were near, though the 
one in use was not located. H. G. ATTLEE. 

UNUSUAL NUMBER OF HEN-HARRIERS IN ARGYLLSHIRE 
ON September 14th, 1947, in the Pass of Brander, Argyll, my wife 
and I saw a pair of Hen-Harriers (Circus c. cyaneus) near the point 
where the loch ends and the river begins. We had a beautifully 
clear view of them and the blue-grey male with its large white 
rump actually flew within a few feet of the car. The birds were 
under observation for some 10-15 minutes. Eventually they made 
off in a westerly direction towards the coast. Although we went 
through the pass almost daily throughout the month, we saw no 
others there, but had a close view of a female or young bird on the 
21st a few miles further west between Taynuilt and Connel. It had 
settled on a telegraph post and we passed it very slowly at a distance 
of only a few feet. 

On September 17th we saw at least six (and possibly a seventh) 
near Loch Restil, between Glen Kingloss and Glen Croe in the same 
county. Two had similarly settled on telegraph posts, and the 
others were, quartering the ground with the characteristic flight of 
the species. These were all females or juveniles. GEORGE WATTS. 

GREY LAG GOOSE IN LONDON AREA. 
ON February 12th, 1947, I saw two grey geese swimming on the 
most northern of the Walthamstow reservoirs (Essex) at about 
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.10 a.m. Through a telescope I could see that their beaks were 
rather large and orange-red or pink all over and that there was no 
white on the forehead. The feet could, of course, not be seen, nor 
was visibility good enough for me to form an impression of dis
tinctive value of their general body colour. I have no doubt the 
birds were wild for they rose when I was still a good way off and a 
very pale grey area on the wings was then noticeable (the tail showed 
the usual pattern of grey geese, a white terminal band, broad dark 
sub-terminal band and white rump). They circled once gaining 
height and then disappeared towards the south. The colour of the 
beak and pale grey on the wing, which was very marked in compari
son with the wing of the White-fronted Goose (Anser a. albifrons) 
with which I am fairly familiar, established the birds seen as Grey 
Lag Geese (Anser a. anser). This species has not been recorded in 
the London area since 1919, when a single bird was seen on February 
7th and 8th at Snaresbrook, Essex. E. O. HOHN. 

GARGANEY IN WESTMORLAND. 
ON May 4th, 1947, a male Garganey (Anas querquedula) was observed 
in company with seven Mallard (Anas p. platyrhyncha) on the 
Kent Estuary opposite Sandside, Westmorland. The bird was 
about 80 yards from the shore but was viewed through a telescope in 
excellent light. The Garganey was in breeding plumage, the eye-
stripe and the pale flanks being very prominent. 

As The Birds of Lakeland gives no record of Garganey in West
morland, this may be of some interest. R. J. F. TAYLOR. 

WIGEON NESTING IN WESTMORLAND. 
ON June 19th, 1947, two friends and myself saw a duck Wigeon 
(Anas penelope) with small young on an east Westmorland tarn. 
I had strongly suspected nesting at the same place in previous years, 
particularly in 1946, but this was the first time that the ducklings 
were actually seen. I am, of course, thoroughly familiar with 
Wigeon, and the characteristics of the parent bird, including the 
distinctive-looking head and bill, as compared with other surface-
feeding ducks, and the wing-pattern in flight were well seen. 

M. GARNETT. 

CORY'S SHEARWATER OFF ABERDEENSHIRE. 
ON September 10th, 1947, when at sea about one and a half miles 
north of Aberdeen, I saw a large shearwater fly past the boat in a 
northerly direction. In the first instance it was too far away for its 
species to be determined. Presently, however, it was observed to 
turn and fly back towards the boat, which it passed at quite close 
quarters. With the aid of field-glasses it was easy to see by the 
pale bill, grey-brown crown, nape and sides of the head that the 
bird belonged to the species Puffinus kuhlii. Although it was not 
possible to determine the sub-species, it seems likely that the bird 
was of the North Atlantic form, P. k, borealis. 
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The Handbook gives no instance of the occurrence of this species 
off the coast of Scotland. R. N. WINNALL. 

[We propose to adopt the term Cory's Shearwater, used in 
America, for this bird, for which no species name is given in The 
Handbook, where the two sub-species (inseparable in life) are 
called the Mediterranean and North Atlantic Shearwaters res
pectively.—EDS.] 

UNUSUAL NEST-SITE OF STOCK-DOVE. 
While on Berner's Heath, near Elveden, West Suffolk, on 

September 16th, 1947, we discovered an unusual nest site of a 
Stock-Dove (Columba anas). 

Scattered over the heather-covered heath were several pits and 
craters, made by the Army in the chalk. In one that was inspected 
there were boards most of the way down the sides ; platforms were 
built at intervals alternately down two of the sides, leaving a gap 
about one foot wide straight to the bottom. The pit was 35 to 40 
feet deep and 6 feet square. 

On one platform, 23 feet down, was a Stock-Dove's nest, with 
two young Stock-Doves. These were unable to fly, but were well 
advanced in age. Their crops were full. The nest was a scrape 
in the soil and rubble that had collected on the boards, and around 
the edge was a mass of droppings so that the centre of the nest was 
about 3 inches deep. 

About 3 ! feet above the nest, on a ledge, was a cold egg and a 
broken one, and perhaps the remains of another, all Stock-Dove's. 
No adult Stock-Doves were seen about the actual pit, but many 
were seen near by. DAVID V. BUTT AND ANTHONY E. VINE. 

[There are a number of records of nesting in wells.—EDS.] 

LARGE NUMBER OF WHIMBREL INLAND. 
ON September 21st, 1947, I watched a flock of approximately 100 
Whimbrels (Numenius ph.phceopus) resting in a half cleared turnip 
field, with about 75 Lapwings (Vanellus vanellus) near Wylam, 
Northumberland. 

A very strong westerly wind was blowing at the time and the 
birds kept to the shelter of the turnips, heads to the wind, until I 
was within 30 ft. of them. Two or three Curlews {Numenius a. 
arquata) joined the flock, thus making the shorter bills and light 
head stripes of the Whimbrels very obvious. I examined the flock 
at leisure with binoculars, in a good light, for ten minutes. The 
birds behaved as though fatigued and even the Lapwings were 
disinclined to leave the ground. 

Apart from the unusual size of the gathering, it is interesting to 
note that this locality is 20 miles from the coast, though only two 
miles from the river Tyne, which the flock may have been following. 
I have not seen more than two Whimbrels together here before. 

G. R. MOUNTFORT. 
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TWO TYPES OF "INJURY-FEIGNING" BY SNIPE. 
A SNIPE (Capella g. gallinago) was flushed near Nottingham from a 
nest containing one egg at 7 p.m. on May 21st, 1944. At 9 p.m. on 
the same evening the nest contained two eggs. On two of the 
several subsequent occasions when the bird was flushed, June 5th 
and June 10th, it gave an "injury-feigning" display. On the first 
occasion the bird squattered fluttering for some distance along the 
marshy, shallow, meadow drain by which it was nesting and then 
flew normally. It was again flushed in normal flight, 30 yards from 
the nest. On the second occasion the bird fluttered across the 
marshy tract to another drainage furrow, where it lay spreadeagled 
with wings opened and tail fanned, at first fluttering, then still. 
On being approached it flew away strongly in the usual manner. 

R. J. LYE. 
[For another recent instance of "injury-feigning" by this species, 

see antea, p. 27.—EDS.] 

TEMMINCK'S STINT IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 
ON August 25th, 1947, an adult Temminck's Stint (Calidris 
temminckii) in summer plumage was seen feeding in company with 
a small party of Common Snipe {Capella g. gallinago) at a large 
puddle, used for depositing rubbish, in the marsh behind Tenby, 
Pembrokeshire. 

The length, estimated while the bird was standing beside a 
Snipe, was judged to be between 5 and 6 inches. The beak was 
fairly short and straight. The upper-parts were a greyish-brown, 
the feathers on the back having dark centres, and the head being 
slightly paler than the rest of the upper-parts. The upper breast 
was very finely speckled with brown, while the lower breast, abdo
men, and vent were pure white. The outer tail-feathers on each 
side were white also. The colour of the legs, though not recorded 
at the time, is believed to have been greyish. The bird was seen in 
flight two days later on August 27th, when the thin white wing-bar 
and the dark line down the white upper tail-coverts were noted. 

The bird on each occasion was watched at a range of about 25 
yards by my mother and myself through 8 x 25 binoculars, with a 
bright sun behind us, for two hours at a time. 

The bird was very fearless and was observed to swim across the 
puddle when out of its depth. No call note of any description was 
heard. 

I made acquaintance with this species in Norfolk the previous 
May, and am also quite familiar with the Little Stint (Calidris 
minuta). 

The Handbook of British Birds gives no record of this species for 
any part of Wales, except the Dee estuary. MAURICE LARKIN. 

SANDERLING IN WARWICKSHIRE. 
THE spring of 1947 was marked by the recording of several visits 
of the Sanderling (Crocethia alba) to a Warwickshire marsh and 
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reservoir, although the species had not previously been recorded in 
the county. 

Mr. R. W. M. Lee obtained the first county record when he 
watched a Sanderling at Baginton Marsh on March 12th. Seen 
at about twenty feet range, this bird appeared to be a rather stocky 
short-necked bird of Dunlin size, with a short, straight, black bill 
and jet black legs. The whole of the under-parts were pure white, 
and the upper-parts were distinctly mottled with buff. The crown 
was darker than the sides of head or nape and the bird therefore had 
a collared appearance. This appears to have been a young bird. 

Since that date adults in winter plumage were seen by several 
observers at Bartley Green Reservoir, Birmingham. One on April 
3rd was followed by one on April 27th. Two were present on the 
28th. In all cases the light plumage, still grey on the upper-parts 
and pure white on the under-parts, was seen to contrast with the 
jet-black legs and the short, straight, black bill. 

On May 25th a further bird, which was in almost full summer 
plumage, was seen there. This bird was similar to the others in 
size, form and behaviour, but the upper-parts, whole of the head, 
neck and breast were mottled brown and black. 

It is interesting to note that bad weather or low water were not 
responsible for the appearance of all these birds. The last bird 
appeared in fine weather at high-water and fed complacently 
within eight yards of Bank Holiday trippers. G. W. RAYNER. 

AVOCET IN YORKSHIRE. 
WHILE at the Yorkshire side of Tees-mouth during the afternoon 
of September 10th, 1947, a companion and I had a good view at 
about 30 yards range of an Avocet ((Recurvirostra avosetta). 

The long, black, upturned bill was conspicuous and the clear 
white plumage and strong black markings showed the bird to be 
an adult. 

A west wind of almost gale force was blowing at the time and 
along with other birds, chiefly Herring-Gulls, the Avocet was 
sheltering behind a ridge of grass-covered sand-hills and near a 
pool of water. 

A search was made, but no other bird of the species was seen. It 
should be noted that the gale had been blowing for about twenty-
four hours, a condition which probably accounted for the presence 
of the bird at Tees-mouth. J. P. UTLEY. 

SEX DISTINCTIONS IN OYSTER-CATCHER. 
IN a paper on the Breeding of the Oyster-catcher (antea, Yol. 
xxxiii, p. 191) it was noted that at one or two nests of the Oyster-
catcher (Hcematopus ostralegus occidentalis) the sexes could be 
distinguished quite easily, since the hen not only had a longer bill 
but also had a proportionately longer patch of yellow at the distal 
end. Further observations in 1946 and 1947 on a large number of 
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pairs suggest that this latter feature is a constant difference 
between the sexes, and it has been observed that the plumage 
also differs quite noticeably. The black part of the cock's plumage 
is glossy jet black, whereas in the hen it is dull, sooty brown. It 
was found that the two distinctions, in bill and plumage, always 
went together and, at least during the breeding season, it seems 
quite possible to distinguish the sexes provided one has an adequate 
view of these features. E. J. M. BUXTON AND J. KEIGHLEY. 

CREAM-COLOURED COURSER IN CUMBERLAND. 
A CREAM-COLOURED Courser (Cursorius c. cursor) was shot on Grune 
Point, Skinburness, on the Cumberland shore of the Solway Firth, 
on October 15th, 1947, by Mr. John Stockdale, who has given it to 
the Carlisle Museum. It proved to be an adult male. 

This bird, the second of the species to be recorded for Cumberland, 
was all alone on grassy ground at the tip of the point and, so far as 
is known, had not previously been seen in the district. It was 
described as having a woodcock-like flight when flushed. 

The stomach contents, comprising the eighty-nine small creatures 
here listed, add to the variety of food given in The Handbook. 
MOLLUSCA : GASTROPODA. Littorina saxatilis (Olivi), 2. 
ARACHNIDA : OPILIONES. Harvestmen, 3. 
INSECTA : DERMAPTERA. Earwigs (Forfiada), 4. 
COLEOPTERA. Rove Beetles (Philonthus varius GylL), 2, Weevils 
(Sitona flavescens Marsh), 62, Weevil (Alophus triguttatm F.), 1, 
Click Beetle (Corymbites sp.), 1. 
HYMENOPTERA. Red Ants (Myrmica ruginodis Nyl.), 11. 
DIPTERA. ? Species, 2. 
LEPIDOPTERA. Larva of a noctuid moth, 1. 
There were besides, four small pieces of grit. 

All the food had been freshly taken, one of the molluscan shells 
still retaining remains of the animal, and many of the beetles being 
more or less entire. 

The molluscs were very kindly determined for me by Mrs. N. F. 
McMillan, and the insects by Mr. F. H. Day, F.R.E.S. 

ERNEST BLEZARD. 

GULL-BILLED TERN IN NORFOLK. 
ON May 8th and 9th, 1947, in company with Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Rose, I 
observed a Gull-billed Tern (Gelochelidon nilotica) feeding over a 
ploughed field at Salthouse, Norfolk. In appearance it somewhat 
resembled a Sandwich Tern (Sterna sandvicensis), but had an 
entirely black bill, which was shorter and heavier than in that 
species; it was generally more compact in appearance and in 
flight more leisurely. Its call sounded like "kuck, kuck, kurr" 
(probably the "ka.-huk, ka-huk" of The Handbook). C. K. JAMES. 
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SPOTTED CRAKE IN CORNWALL. 
I AM aware of no record in Cornwall of the Spotted Crake (Porzana 
porzana) since the Cornwall Bird Watching and Preservation 
Society was founded in 1931, so that the following occurrence may 
be of interest. 

Mr. R. J. Beswetherick reports-that on August 6th, 1947, in 
broad daylight, he identified a Spotted Crake while standing in a 
small stream at the edge of a marsh near Bude. He first glimpsed 
what appeared to be a small brown animal disappearing in thick 
vegetation about three yards away. Shortly aftwerwards, it 
approached quite fearlessly and passed within two inches of his 
boot, feeding as it went and flirting its tail at each step. He could 
see every detail of the bird—"its white-spotted head and neck, 
greenish red-based bill, long olive-green legs and brownish upper 
parts with black centres to feathers and white streaks and spots 
on back." B. H. RYVES. 

"INJURY-FEIGNING" OF WILLOW-WARBLER.—"Injury-feigning" 
by the Willow-Warbler (Phylloscopus t. trochilus) is of rather in
frequent occurrence. Mr. E. M. Cawkell informs us that on May 
20th, 1947, a boy from his school in Wiltshire visited a nest of this 
species containing young, and as the bird left it stumbled and trailed 
its wing in the regular "injury-feigning" manner. 

CLIFF-BREEDING OF HOUSE-MARTIN IN KINCARDINESHIRE.—Mr. 
R. E. Moreau informs us that he found a colony of House-Martins 
(Delichon u. urbica) in 1947 with at least three nests on the cliffs 
at Muchalls, between Stonehaven and Aberdeen, Kincardine. 
Three cliff-breeding sites between Montrose and Stonehaven were 
recently recorded by Mr. P. Wayre (antea, Vol. xl, p. 159). 

BLACK-HEADED GULLS BREEDING IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE.—A colony 
of Black-headed Gulls (Larus r. ridibundus) was found by Mr, A. E. 
Vine on the sugar-beet factory settling pond at Ely, Cambridge
shire, on June 12th, 1947. It was estimated that there were about 
seventy-five nests and some hundred and fifty birds present; a 
number of young was noticed. It is thought that the birds also 
bred there in 1946. 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULLS DIVING FOR FOOD.—Mr. Maurice 
Larkin sends us details of large numbers of Herring-Gulls (Larus 
a. argentatus) and lesser numbers of Great Black-backed Gulls 
(L. marinus) diving for waste scraps of fish lying in water 2-3 feet 
deep off the jetty at Tenby, Pembrokeshire. The birds would leap 
into the air and plunge into the water, completely submerging. 
At Pill, in the same county, on January 19th, 1948, Messrs. J. H. 
Barrett and P. J. Conder and Miss P. N. Higginson observed a single 
adult Great Black-back behaving in a similar manner, flying up to 
about 8 feet and hovering clumsily before dropping into the water. 



94 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. x u . 

Usually the body was only just submerged and very little of the 
primaries was covered, but on two occasions only the extreme wing 
tips remained visible and the bird was below for about 3 seconds. 
This habit is locally regular amongst Herring-GuEs, and Mr. J. E. 
Flynn has reported to us (Supplementary Additions to The Hand
book, Vol. v, p. 304) that he frequently observed Great Black-backs 
diving for fish at sea. We have, however, no records for the latter 
species of the habit being observed close to land, although no 
doubt favourable conditions are all that are needed to evoke it. 

RINGED PLOVER WITH FIVE EGGS.—Mr. E. L. Roberts reports 
rinding a nest of Ringed Plover (Charadrius h. hiaticula) with five 
eggs on the Norfolk coast on May 30th, 1947. 


	Notes 
	Carrion Crows attacking Magpie
	"Smoke-bathing" of Jackdaw
	Starling robbing Mistle-Thrush
	Chaffinch building second nest before fledging of first brood
	Display of Yellow Bunting
	Variant Yellow Wagtail in Sussex
	Red-breasted Flycatcher in Nottinghamshire
	Reed-Warbler in Pembrokeshire
	Display of Wren
	Sub-song of Dipper
	Exceptional feeding behaviour of Kingfisher
	Snowy Owl in Co. Galway
	Short-eared Owl taking Stoat
	Breeding of Hobby in north Midlands
	Unusual number of Hen-Harriers in Argyllshire
	Grey Lag Goose in London area
	Garganey in Westmorland
	Wigeon nesting in Westmorland
	Cory's Shearwater off Aberdeenshire
	Unusual nest-site of Stock-Dove
	Large number of Whimbrel inland
	Two types of "injury-feigning" by Snipe
	Temminck's Stint in Pembrokeshire
	Sanderling in Warwickshire
	Avocet in Yorkshire
	Sex distinctions in Oyster-Catcher
	Cream-coloured Courser in Cumberland
	Gull-billed Tern in Norfolk
	Spotted Crake in Cornwall
	"Injury-feigning" of Willow-Warbler
	Cliff-breeding of House-Martin in Kincardineshire
	Black-headed Gulls breeding in Cambridgeshire
	Great Black-backed Gulls diving for food
	Ringed Plover with five eggs


