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N O T E S . 
J A C K D A W S H A W K I N G I N S E C T S , W I T H A NOTE ON 

F L I G H T B E H A V I O U R . 

O N September 26th, 1946, the day after Mr. A. V. Cornish saw 
Jackdaws (Corvus tnonedula spermologus) hawking flying ants 
over Minehead (antea, Vol. xl, p . 115), four Jackdaws, which I 
took to be two pairs, were catching insects in the sunshine at 
heights up to about 150 feet over arable land beside their colony 
trees near Matfield, Kent. On March 25th, 1946, too, several 
were circling and snatching at insects over the same field, and 
also previously on March 15th, 1935, when the field was pas ture ; 
the latter date being also noted as a sunny day. 

This colony seems to have three or four types of flight which 
are each recognizable as the result of a different motive. One 
reminds me of the description of " d r e a d s " by G. & A. Marples, 
in their Sea Terns, pp. 169-172. The birds suddenly leave the 
trees simultaneously in one direction, in apparent panic, sometimes 
as if flying before the stoop of a falcon, but, after flying perhaps 
a hundred yards, they return at once to the trees they have just 
left or others close to them. I have thought that this might be 
due to disturbances from the road or cottages near by, but no 
alarms I have seen have produced a comparable response. At 
one time I thought owls in hiding there might be the cause, but 
have now found that their reaction to them seems to be a noisy 
outburst, and a dash towards their disturber, whereas these 
" d r e a d s " are away from the trees and, I think, always silent. 
However, once a " d r e a d " did appear to coincide with a Little 
Owl (Athene noctua vidalii) taking an insect from the grass . The 
immediate return to the trees seems to me to suggest, however, 
that fear is not the motive, at any rate not fear of a lasting nature. 

Another type of flight is obviously a "pu r su i t " usually by three, 
four, or five birds. This is likely to be a prolonged affair lasting 
perhaps between five and ten minutes. The birds fly low and at 
top speed, dashing in hot pursuit of each other as they dive, zoom, 
bank, " chack" , and dodge round, over, and between obstacles. 
Sometimes a bird will drop out of the chase and others may 
join in. 

Thirdly, parties take leisurely and apparently aimless flights. 
These are at a fair height, and seem to have no motive but the 
fun of flying. There may be a twisting plunge or two and some 
tight turns with some accompanying chatter. I do not think 
these last more than a minute or two. R. E. PODMORE, 

J A C K D A W S H A W K I N G INSECTS. 

W I T H reference to Mr. A. V. Cornish's note on this subject 
(antea, Vol. xl, p . 115) it may be of interest to state that about 
noon on October 12th, 1945, in Addington Park, north-east 
Surrey, I watched several Jackdaws (Corvus tnonedula 
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Spermologus) circling curiously and apparently hawking flying 
insects or, just possibly, young spiders, as gossamer was present. 
Anyhow, I noted it down as a "distinctly clumsy performance". 
The day was very warm with bright sunshine and little or no 
wind following considerable mist, which cleared during the late 
morning. HUBERT E. POUNDS. 

O N March 10th, 1948, between 10.30 and 11.30 (G.M.T.), I saw 
a party of fifteen Jackdaws (Corvus monedula spermologus) 
hawking insects over Coombeinteignhead, South Devon. The 
method used by the birds was to fly towards the insects, then stall 
and dive on the insect with wide open beak. This was being 
done over pasture and orchards at heights ranging from ten to 
about fifty feet from the ground. I t was impossible to see what 
species of insects were being pursued in this way. G. H. GUSH. 

ALTERNATIVE CALL O F CHAFFINCH. 

W I T H reference to Mr. P . P. L. Stevenson's note under this heading 
(antea, Vol. xl, p . 248), I write to record tha t I have heard the long, 
drawn-out alternative call, "tswee-e-e," of the Chaffinch (Fringilla 
ccelebs gengleri) on several occasions in the last two years in m y 
garden near Crawley, Sussex. Here ten to twelve pairs of this 
species nest each year, so that I have ample opportunity to see much 
of the birds. In 1946, I heard this call twice in April., on seven 
days in May and once on June 4th. In 1947, on four occasions in 
April, five times in May and not a t all in June . I t is usually used 
several times in succession with, for a Chaffinch, quite a long pause 
between each utterance: and very often it follows the common 
"pwink, pwink" call. Like the similar note of the Greenfinch 
(Ckloris c. chloris), which it resembles, it seems to be audible over 
quite a distance. Except for the one June record, I have not heard 
it after May 19th. I might add tha t in this garden there are a 
number of coniferous trees. I. J . FERGUSON L E E S . 

Y E L L O W H A M M E R IN N E W ZEALAND USING OLD 
N E S T S O F O T H E R B I R D S . 

THERE is no mention in The Handbook of the Yellowhammer 
(Emberiza c. citrinella) using other birds ' nests as a nesting-site. 
As I have records of two such occurrences in the Waivarapa 
district of New Zealand and as the nests used were those of 
another introduced species from Great Britain it might be of 
interest to publish the details. On September 16th, 1934, I found 
a Yellowhammer's nest, an old one, containing one egg, evidently 
of the previous season, in a nest of a Song-Thrush (Turdus 
e. ericetorum). The thrush 's nest was 6 feet from the ground in 
a Totara (Podocarpus totara), a coniferous tree. The Yellow-
hammer had added some moss at the base inside the mud cup, 
then some grass stems and lined the cup of its structure with 
white hairs. The second record was on December 29th, 1940, 
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when I flushed a female Yellowhammer from its nest built in an 
old Song-Thrush's nest in a Manuka (Leptospertnum scoparium) 
growing on a bank. This nest, which contained four eggs of the 
Yellowhammer, had been constructed similarly to the cup of the 
thrush 's nest. By standing on the top of the bank I was able 
to look right into the nest. Is it not possible that the Yellow-
hammer may make a similar use of old nests in Britain?. 

ROBERT H. D. STIDOLPH. 

" I N J U R Y - F E I G N I N G " O F GREY WAGTAIL. 

O N May 22nd, 1946, a nest of a Grey Wagta i l (Motacilla c, 
cinerea) was found at Morden, Surrey. It was placed six feet up 
in a branch of ivy against a wall about 20 yards from the river 
Wandle along a small backwater. There were three small young 
(? 3-4 days old) and two addled eggs. The hen was startled off 
the nest and, calling "chizzi" , alighted on the ground four yards 
in front of me and then ran about in small circles with its tail 
scraping the ground and fully expanded to show the white outer 
feathers. The wings were held down, appearing also to touch the 
ground. This display was continued with frequent calls of 
"chizz i" for a minute or more. Then she flew off and would not 
return to the nest while I was near but flew about near by collecting 
food and giving plaintive "see-eep" calls. "Injury-feigning" is 
not recorded in The Handbook. G. BEVEN. 

DOUBLE BROOD OF WOOD-WARBLER. 

O N June 6th, 1947, I found the nest of a pair of Wood-Warblers 
(Phylloscopus sibilatrix), containing six young, about four days old, 
near Handcross, Sussex. On June n t h , the young were being fed 
chiefly by the male. After a while the female came with food and 
fed the young. She then went off, giving the piping alarm-note 
"piiu," followed by the male, which was singing most of the time. 
The female picked up a piece of grass and disappeared with it into 
a bramble patch. Shortly afterwards I flushed her from a half-
built nest among the briars For about an hour I continued to 
watch. She spent most of that time building the new nest, but 
occasionally went back to feed the young in the first nest 140 yards 
away. On June 13th the young flew from the first nest, and were 
tended by the male alone. On the 15th, the second nest was 
completed and the first egg was laid in it on the 16th; the clutch of 
five being completed on June 20th, only seven days after the young 
from the first brood had flown. The male continued to look after 
the young, while the female incubated the second clutch. Un
fortunately, however, the nest was destroyed by a squirrel before 
the eggs hatched. I. J . FERGUSON L E E S . 

[ I t appears to be extremely unusual for Wood-Warblers to 
produce a second brood. W e only know of one definite case 
(antea, Vol. xv, p . 2 8 5 ) . — E D S . ] 
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DISPLAY O F BLACKBIRD. 

O N my lawn at Little Eversden, Cambridgeshire, on the morning 
of January 17th, 1948, I witnessed a courtship display of a pair 
of Blackbirds (Turdus m. tnerula) which I cannot find mentioned 
in any text book. It was 8 a.m. (G.M.T.), a bitterly cold morning 
with slight snow falling. 

The birds were engaged in what I can only describe as a formal 
dance, the hen setting the pace. She ran forward for four or five 
paces, paused a moment with tail erect and partly fanned, then 
took a quarter turn and darted off another few paces, paused with 
tail as before, then took another quarter-turn and so on. The cock 
bird followed every movement so exactly, at a distance of about 
18" from the hen, that they might have been joined by a wire, but 
he did not erect or fan his tail or give any other display. 

This went on for perhaps five minutes, all over the lawn, and 
the birds were then partly hidden by a rose bush, so that I could 
not see which took the initiative, but suddenly they were fighting, 
jumping in the air, beak to beak, pecking and wing-fluttering. 
Finally the hen drove the cock from the garden and followed 
herself. 

I should add that during the " d a n c e " one or both birds (it was 
impossible to decide which, as they were so close and there was no 
beak movement) uttered a rather mournful prolonged whistling 
note almost continuously. It was a single, unmodulated note. 

E. M. BARRAUD. 

[This display recalls in its formal character the drill-like 
movements of several male Blackbirds, to which A. W . Boyd has 
drawn attention (antea, Vol. xxxv, p. 157), in which, however, 
females do not appear normally to take p a r t . — E D S . ] 

U N U S U A L N E S T O F S W A L L O W . 

IN June, 1946, I found in a stable at Wistow, Leicestershire, 
two nests of Swallows (Hirundo r. rustica) about a foot apart both 
attached to a brick wall. The first was a normal cup-shaped nest 
with a space of about 4 inches between the mud-rim and the roof. 
The second nest, however, was built-in with mud right to the roof, 
having just a small semi-circular aperture near the roof for 
entrance, and much resembled the nest of a House-Martin 
(Delichon u. urbica), though more roughly constructed. Two pairs 
of birds tenanted these nests and brought off broods successfully. 

The stables and all farm buildings are quite isolated and I have 
never seen House-Martins in the vicinity and this species certainly 
did not nest anywhere near by. The nests were built in the angle 
of roof and wall, the latter being an inside wall opposite to, and 
about 12-14 ft. from, the door. The only means of entrance and 
exit for the birds was through a broken window, as the door was 
locked at all times. Both pairs of Swallows were observed to 
feed the young in these nests on several occasions C. W . H O L T . 
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COMMON S N I P E S W I M M I N G . 

I N the evening- of January 18th, 1948, I was watching a number 
of Common Snipe (Capella g. gallinago) feeding- on the open mud 
a t the edge of one of the Tring Reservoirs. The Jbirds were 
apparently unaware of my presence. Fourteen were in a very 
compact group with three others at a little distance. These three 
flew up as if to join the main party, two of them doing so. The 
third, possibly unable to squeeze in, settled on the water and swam 
ashore, a distance of some three yards. Later three birds from 
the group waded into the water until afloat and swam across a 
three yards wide channel to the next exposed patch of mud. A 
fourth followed almost immediately. The depth of water where 
the bird settled was about a foot, the channel considerably deeper. 
The Handbook does not mention swimming for this species. 

J. N . H O B B S . 

[As remarked in the general note on the waders in The 
Handbook, Vol. iv., p . 154, probably all waders will swim on 
occasion and for short distances, but we have no other actual record 
of Snipe doing so when un in jured .—EDS.] 

S A N D E R L I N G IN N O T T I N G H A M S H I R E IN W I N T E R , 
O N February 22nd, 1948, a Sanderling (Crocethia alba) was seen 
by Mr. R. J. Raines, J. Loach and myself at Netherfield Gravel 
Pond, near Nott ingham, The bird was associating with a Dunlin 
(Calidris alpina) and allowed us to approach within eight or ten 
yards. Wi th the aid of 6x and 8x binoculars, in good light, we 
were able to note the following detai ls : slightly larger and more 
active than Dunlin. Upper-parts grey with a few black mark ings ; 
head, neck and under-parts whi te ; bill and legs black, and a black 
patch on the carpal joint. In flight the white wing-bar was clearly 
seen and the call note "wick, wick , " was heard. 

There was snow on the ground and a strong east wind was 
blowing at the time. H. BARLOW. 

[Winter records from inland localities are rare, but Mr. A. W . 
Boyd has one from Cheshire, January 20th, 1912 .—EDS. ] 

B O N A P A R T E ' S GULL IN Y O R K S H I R E . 
O N February n t h , 1948, whilst we were watching birds at 
Swillington Ing, Yorkshire, our attention was attracted by a small 
gull with a very dark-coloured head with satin appearance, and 
whose folded wings were long and narrow, with black primaries, 
some of which had small white tips. I t was swimming amongst 
Black-headed Gulls and Herring-Gulls. On closer examination it 
was seen to be slightly smaller than the Black-headed Gulls which 
were with it. The hood stretched well down on to the hind-neck 
and appeared black when using the lower powers of the telescopes, 
but with the highest power it was seen to be very deep slate-grey. 
Wi th this highest power (sox) it could also be seen that there was 
white on the eyelids, but so far as could be seen this did not encircle 
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the eye, being apparently confined to the posterior half. The bill 
was jet-black. The mantle, back and wing-coverts were of the 
same shade of pale grey as in the Black-headed Gull. For the first 
part of the time we watched the bird it was bathing, occasionally 
flapping its wings, revealing their pale grey undersides. Later it 
took off and flew round, enabling the colour of the under wing-
coverts to be verified and showing a wing-pattern similar to 
ridibundus on both the under- and upper-surfaces of the wing, the 
latter being pale grey with a conspicuous white fore-wing and black 
primaries. The remainder of the plumage was pure white, and the 
tail unforked without any black markings. Its flight was exactly 
like that of a Black-headed Gull. After circling around it landed 
amongst the other gulls standing on the mud and started to preen. 
On land the legs could not be observed very satisfactorily, but 
appeared to be the same colour as those of the Black-headed Gulls 
standing near by and may have been deep red, but they were 
probably discoloured by mud. I t was not heard to call whilst 
under observation. It was watched in good light at 100 yards 
when swimming and 75 yards range when on land with 
6x binoculars and telescopes of the following powers, 15X, 2ox, 
30X and 50X. Sketches were drawn whilst the bird was in view 
and notes were made later before consulting any books. The bird 
was watched for half an hour, after which time it flew off with the 
other gulls when they were disturbed. W e are quite certain of all 
the details given and they agree exactly with the description of 
Bonaparte 's Gull (Larus Philadelphia)- W e might add that both 
of us are very familiar with the Black-headed Gull in all stages of 
plumage. This is the first time the bird has been seen in 
Yorkshire. K. DAWSON AND F . R. ALLISON. 

INLAND B R E E D I N G O F H E R R I N G - G U L L S IN 
C O R N W A L L . 

ALTHOUGH the Herring-Gull (Larus a. argentatus) has bred, and 
apparently still does so, on a number of inland sites in the more 
northerly par t of its range, such inland breeding does not appear 
to have been hitherto recorded from any other part . It will be 
of interest, therefore, to record the positive breeding of one pair 
and the probable breeding of another in two separate disused 
clay-pits in Cornwall during the summer of 1947. 

On July 29th, 1947, as a result of the reported breeding of a 
pair of " C o m m o n " Gulls in a disused clay-pit in the vicinity of 
Foxhole, I accompanied Mr. Sidney Sheer, the finder of the nest, 
to a china-stone cliff on the edge of a fair-sized pool. Unfortun
ately the gulls had gone—Mr. Sheer said he believed the two 
young were hatched on July 1st—but he showed me the blown 
shell of an infertile egg he had collected at the nest, and it was 
typical of Larus a. argentatus, being greenish in ground colour 
and spotted blackish-brown. 

The nest, situated about 20 ft. above the pool and about 14 ft. 
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from the top of the cliff, was composed of grass , bracken stems 
and rootlets. I collected two pellets which Dr . Turk of Camborne 
kindly analysed and which contained an adult Weasel 's skult, 
a Mole's skull and manus, and Mole fur. I also collected at the-
nest a hone which Dr. Turk told me was probably a part of the 
femur of a pig, presumably carrion collected by one of the adults. 

On August 18th, I received a further communication from 
Mr. Sheer and visited another disused clay-pit about three miles 
from the first site, and saw about twenty adult Herring-Gulls 
together with eighteen immatures, and two Great Black-backed 
Gulls (L. marinus). Here Mr. Sheer identified the adult Herring-
Gulls with the pair that had bred on the first site. On a grassy 
ledge about twenty feet above this pool Mr. Sheer showed me 
another gull 's nest composed of grass , twigs, heather stems and 
rootlets. There was no evidence as to whether breeding took 
place. 

There seems to be no doubt that breeding by one pair and at 
least nest-building by another pair occurred at two separate disused 
clay-pits, the first being approximately seven miles from the 
nearest sea and breeding colony of Herring-Gulls, and the second 
about four miles. C. J. STEVENS. 

ARCTIC SKUA P U R S U I N G C U R L E W . 

As there is no mention in The Handbook of the Arctic Skua 
(Stercorarius parasiticus) victimizing waders the following may be 
of interest. On August 16th, 1947, a party of these skuas, 
apparently a family of two adults, a dark and a light phase, and 
two juveniles, was watched chasing gulls on the Exe estuary, 
though with no success. A Curlew (Nutnenius a. arquata) flying 
across the estuary was pursued by the pale adult, with the rest of 
the party following a short distance behind. For several seconds 
the skua closely followed every twist and swerve of the Curlew. 
The distance was too grea t for me to see if the wader paid toll, 
but the sudden check of the skua 's flight seemed significant. 

R. G. ADAMS. 

CARRION CROW TAKING LIVING FISH FROM WATER.—With reference 
to the recent notes on Carrion Crows (Corvus c. corone) taking 
food floating on water, Mr. S. J. H. Allen informs us that on 
May 20th, 1948, he saw a Carrion Crow capture a fish in the 
Thames at Shepperton. It flew slowly from the bank and without 
any hover seized a fish swimming near the surface. As it dipped 
its bill to seize the fish its feet and the lower part of its legs were 
submerged. The fish was definitely alive and could be seen 
struggling in the bill as the bird rose, without difficulty, from the 
water. 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER FEEDING ON SHORE IN S K Y E . — 
Mr. W . S. Medlicott informs us that about August loth, 1947, on 
the south shore of Skye below high-water mark he saw a Great 



VOL. XLI.] N O T E S . 279 

Spotted Woodpecker (Dryobates major), which was apparently 
feeding on molluscs, probably mussels. The locality and behaviour 
suggests that the bird may have been a migrant of the northern 
race, though the date is early. 

KESTREL FOLLOWING PLOUGH.—Mr. P . P . L. Stevenson gives 
a further instance of Kestrels (Falco t. tinnunculus) following the 
plough (cf. antea, Vol. xxxvi, p . 245). A pair of birds persistently 
followed a tractor plough at Denton, near Grantham, 
Lincolnshire, for over six weeks in the early autumn of 1947. 
They usually perched on trees surrounding the fields and came 
down to the ground whenever " m i c e " were exposed; these were 
taken within a few feet of the rear of the plough. Sometimes 
the birds hovered over the fields and at other times sat on the open 
ground no more than ten yards from the passing tractor. 

SPOTTED REDSHANK IN ANGLESEY AND CAERNARVONSHIRE.— 
The Handbook describes the Spotted Redshank (Tringa 
eryihropus) as rare in Wales , and Forrest in his well-known 
Fauna of North Wales (1907) described it as very rare in that part 
of the country. Dr. N. Cusa reports to us that he and 
Dr. Plummer saw Spotted Redshanks in Anglesey on a number 
of occasions in September, 1947, as follows: September 9th, an 
immature bird on a south-western estuary; September n t h , two 
in winter plumage on another south-western estuary ; September 
12th, three in flight over the first-mentioned estuary and later three 
in winter plumage on the other one ; September 13th, one in flight 
over a south-western estuary and one in winter plumage on east 
coast. Mr. C. F . Tunnicliffe states that he sees the species regu
larly in south-west Anglesey in September, usually single birds 
and commonly immature, but he saw four together on September 
25th, 1947. It thus appears highly probable that the previous 
scarcity of records for North Wales was due to lack of observers. 

It is of interest that a Spotted Redshank was also seen by 
Mr. R. H. Prestwich on the inland sea near Four Mile Bridge, 
Anglesey, on January 15th, 1948, and two by Messrs. F . L. Miller 
and E. P. Watkins at Fonyd Bay, Caernarvonshire, at the 
southern end of the Menai Straits, on January 23rd, 1948. Winter 
records are uncommon anywhere in the British Isles. 

All the above observers have provided full details of 
identification. 
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