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T he re-establishment of the Isabelline Shrike Lanius isabellinus, the Brown 
Shrike L. cristatus and the Red-backed Shrike L. collurio as separate 

species (Voous 1977 & 1979; BOU Records Committee 1980) has rekindled 
interest in their field identification. Confusion persists regarding the 
taxonomy of the group (e.g. Nielsen 1981), but this should not inhibit 
discussion of plumage distinctions. Although Hollom (1960) and Heinzel et 
al. (1972) noted the salient features of the Isabelline Shrike, descriptions in 
the popular British literature of both this species and the Brown Shrike 
remain limited, and in certain respects misleading. In particular, the 
impression has been given that an obvious white patch at the base of the 
primaries is an essential field character of all Isabelline Shrikes, yet Ali & 
Ripley (1972) and Dementiev & Gladkov (1968) indicated that this is a 
consistent feature only of adult males of the races phoenicuroides and 
speculigerus, and is effectively absent in many females and immatures. 
Conversely, adult male Red-backed Shrikes may in exceptional circum
stances reveal a trace of white at the base of the primaries (see Brit. Birds 42: 
plates 8b & 9a). Equally, a decidedly rufous tail is displayed by a 
proportion of female and immature Red-backed Shrikes, and this feature is 
not in itself diagnostic of the Isabelline Shrike. 
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150. First-winter Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio, Cornwall, October 1965 (J. B. & S. 
Bollomley) 

The Brown Shrike has not yet been recorded in Britain (nor indeed the 
western Palearctic), but could conceivably occur in the future. Occurrences 
of the Isabelline Shrike are apparently increasing. The following notes have 
therefore been prepared as a digest of opinion (both published and private, 
and controlled by an examination of skins) of the distinctive characters of 
the species, the emphasis being on features distinguishing the Isabelline 
Shrike from immature and female Red-backed Shrikes. As birds apparently 
intermediate in appearance have been recorded (see Dementiev & Gladkov 
1968), the distinctions described are tentative rather than definitive, and 
are intended primarily as a basis for discussion and amplification. Further 
comment on the appearance and variability of the Brown Shrike in particu
lar is needed. Full details of the geographical distribution of the species and 
races may be found in Vaurie (1959), while a brief summary was provided 
byVoous(1979) . 

General considerations 
Unlike the Isabelline Shrike, the Red-backed Shrike displays considerable 
sexual dimorphism. The adult male Red-backed is distinctive and poses no 
identification problem, but male and female Isabelline Shrikes are super
ficially similar at all ages, and show considerable resemblance to female 
and immature Red-backed Shrikes. Male Red-backed attain adult 
plumage in their first summer. Younger males, and the majority of females 
throughout their first year, recall adult females, but exhibit dark crescents 
on the upperparts as well as the underparts. Juvenile Isabelline Shrikes 
exhibit more-or-less-prominent barring, but, after the partial moult into 
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first-winter plumage, the mantle, back and scapulars (hereafter referred to 
jointly as the 'mantle') become largely or entirely plain, and resemble those 
of the adult. The juvenile wing and tail feathers are retained, however, and 
in a significant percentage of birds of this age the supposedly distinctive 
white primary patch of the Isabelline Shrike is in fact lacking, at least 
throughout the first winter. Thus, juvenile Red-backed and Isabelline 
Shrikes may resemble each other to a considerable degree, but in first-
winter plumage the unbarred mantle of the Isabelline Shrike is in itself a 
strongly specific character. Ageing can thus provide a useful clue in the 
identification process, particularly as young Isabelline Shrikes are unlikely 
to move far from their natal area before attaining first-winter plumage. 
Apart from other features, immatures of both species can be confidently 
distinguished from adults by the presence of a blackish subterminal bar 
behind the pale tip of each greater covert, tertial and tail feather. Observa
tion of these features does, of course, require careful examination at close 
range. Owing to inconsistencies in the moult cycle of these species, feather 
wear appears to be a less reliable guide. 

Specific characters of Isabelline and Red-backed Shrikes 
Despite considerable racial and individual variation; Isabelline Shrikes do 
exhibit consistent specific characters. Most importantly, the tail, uppertail-
coverts and lower rump are all strikingly rufous and, in post-juvenile 
plumages, contrast obviously with a plain grey-brown to sandy mantle. 
Adult males display a white or creamy patch of varying obviousness at the 
base of the primaries and a black or blackish-brown mask or eye-patch on 
the ear-coverts, often substantially the darkest plumage mark. On females 
and immatures, the wing-patch is frequently subdued or absent, and the 
eye-patch less prominent, but the contrastingly rufous rump and tail 
remain evident. The base of the bill is conspicuously pale and tinged 
flesh-pink on all immatures, but variably so on adults, particularly of the 
race isabellinus. Immatures and females display a diffuse malar stripe and a 
certain amount of crescentic marking on the underparts, but, on birds of 
most races, this is vestigial in first-winter and subsequent plumages, and in 
the field appears confined to the sides of the breast and flanks. The resulting 
appearance is of very delicate scaling rather than coarse undulant bars and 
chevrons. In conjunction with mantle colour, mis results in character
istically plain and pallid body plumage. Extreme examples of the race 
phoenicuroides, however, may approach less well-marked Red-backed 
Shrikes in the tone of the mantle (particularly Red-backed of the rather 
greyish race kobylini of Crimea and the Caucasus) and the prominence of 
underpart barring, and such individuals require particular care. 

Red-backed Shrikes with rufous tails 
Female and immature Red-backed Shrikes can exhibit distinctly rufous 
tails, but, on typical birds, the tail is darker and browner and the mantle 
and coverts more rufescent than on the Isabelline Shrike (thus lacking 
marked contrast in the coloration of tail and body), while the rump of adult 
females is lightly barred and visibly tinged with grey. According to Mack-
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worth-Praed & Grant (1973), the undertail of Isabelline is noticeably 
rufous, whereas that of Red-backed is greyish. Whether this distinction 
remains valid for those Red-backed with a typically rufous uppertail 
remains to be conclusively demonstrated. Immatures are much more 
coarsely barred above and below, while on most adult females the flanks at 
least display blacker and more prominent crescents than even atypically 
well-marked phoenicuroides. Occasional immatures have both tail and rump 
decidedly rufous and, since young phoenicuroides may retain noticeably-
barred juvenile body feathers until early September, differences at this age 
may be slight. A red-tailed shrike which shows obvious mantle barring, 
body plumage which is not pallid, and no white primary patch may still be 
an Isabelline Shrike, but must be examined especially critically: the possi
bility of misidentification of birds in this type of plumage is very high. It 
should always be borne in mind that Isabelline Shrikes are unlikely to reach 
Britain in pristine juvenile plumage. 

At close range, narrow but well-defined white or palest buff fringes and 
tip to the tail can be discerned on female and immature Red-backed Shrikes 
when the tail is unworn and fully spread. Isabelline Shrikes exhibit a 
whitish tip to the tail, but the fringes, if present at all, are gingery or pale 
rufous-buff and do not form discrete margins. On both immature and 
female Red-backed Shrikes, the base of the bill is usually less contrastingly 
pale, being typically yellowish- to greyish-horn and lacking the distinct 
pink component often displayed by the Isabelline Shrike. Although not 
forming a field-character, it is worth noting here that the wing of the 
Red-backed Shrike is emarginated only on primaries 3 and 4 (numbered 
ascendantiy), whereas Isabelline (and Brown) Shrikes are emarginated on 
primaries 3 to 5 (although emargination on 5th can be overlooked on some 
individuals and should be checked carefully). In general, the 2nd primary is 
longer than the 5th in the Red-backed, while the opposite is the case in the 
Isabelline Shrike. A long and narrow-tailed appearance is sometimes 
attributed to the Isabelline Shrike: measurements suggest that the Isabel-
line does average longer, but there is a large degree of overlap in tail length 
(table 1). 

Table 1. Measurements (in mm) of Isabelline Shrike Lanius isabellinus, Brown Shrike L. 
crislatus and Red-backed Shrike L. collurio 

Mainly after Dementiev & Gladkov 1968, and Ali & Ripley 1972; Red-backed length of 
wing-point based on 11 skins at Birmingham Museum 

Features 

Approximate total length 
Wing length (range) 
Wing length (average) 

6 9 _ 
Length of wing-point 
Tail length 
Difference between length 

of outermost and 
longest tail feathers 

Bill length from feathers 

Isabell: 
phoenicuroides 

180 
81-97 

90.8 90.4 
25-31 
74-90 

8-15 
11-14 

be 
isabellinus 

180 
83-103 

90.4 88.1 
22-27 
76-94 

8-15 
12-14 

Brown 
crislatus 

190 
80-92 

86.5 84.1 
22-27 
75-90 

20-25 
14-15 

Red-backed 
collurio 

180 
83-99 

92.2 91.6 
23-31 
70-82 

8-15 
11-14 
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151. Adult (left) and immature Isabelline Shrikes Lanius isabellinus phoenicuroides, Afghanistan, 
August 1970 (S. L. Pimm). Adult has rufous tail, uppertail-coverts and lower rump contrasting 
with grey-brown mantle; rather white underparts; bold head-pattern; and prominent white 
primary patch. Also, 3rd primary longest, 5th primary longer than 2nd, and 3rd to 5th 
primaries emarginated. Immature has dark contour lines to greater coverts and tertials, but 
unmarked mantle; relatively subdued head-pattern; lack of white primary patch; rufous tail, 

uppertail-coverts and lower rump contrasting with rather pale grey-brown mantle 

Subspecific characters of Isabelline Shrikes 
Voous (1979) recognised four races of the Isabelline Shrike: isabellinus, 
phoenicuroides, speculigerus and tsaidamensis. To date, British records of birds 
subspecifically identified have involved phoenicuroides, but there are a 
number of indeterminate records of which one at least may have been 
isabellinus. The race phoenicuroides is rather variable, some birds being almost 
as pale as isabellinus, but the majority considerably darker. It is these darker 
birds which are liable to confusion, with both Red-backed and Brown 
Shrikes. The race speculigerus resembles the paler type phoenicuroides, but is 
more creamy, less white below, and has a less well-defined supercilium and 
a paler tail, though in males the white primary patch is equally prominent; 
the race tsaidamensis resembles isabellinus, but is larger and paler. As there is 
considerable intergrading between populations, subspecific identification 
may not always be possible, but an examination oftypical phoenicuroides and 
isabellinus characters illustrates the range of variation visible in the field and 
helps to define the appearance of the species as a whole. 

Head-pattern 

Adults of the race phoenicuroides usually have a rather rufous crown contras
ting with a greyer nape and mantle, the prominence of this feature being 
greatest on those of the darker variety and less marked or absent on paler 
individuals. A reasonably conspicuous and relatively white supercilium 
extends from the forehead over the eye. On subspecifically well-defined 
males, black lores, ear-coverts and narrow forehead line combine to pro
duce a continuous black mask from the base of the bill through the eye; on 
females, the mask is often rather browner and less extensive. These features 
produce, on better marked individuals, a bold and conspicuously zoned 
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Adult male Lanius isabellinus pkoenicuroides of definitive 
form. Note rufous crown, tail, uppertail-coverts and lower 
rump contrasting with grey-brown mantle; well-defined 
black mask; white supercilium; and obvious white 
primary patch 

First-winter Lanius isabellinus pkoenicuroides. Note dark sub-
terminal contour lines to tertials, greater coverts and tail 
indicating immature; rather pallid appearance; subdued 
dark barring on crown and rump, but effectively plain 
mantle; delicate scaling on underparts; poorly defined 
head-pattern; and pale greyish-pink base to bill. May or 
may not show white primary patch 

Adult male Lanius isabellinus isabellinus. Note generally 
pallid appearance with poorly defined face-pattern; uni
formly rufous tail, uppertail-coverts and lower rump; 
creamy-white underparts; and barely visible creamy 
primary patch 

Adult male Lanius isabellinus speculigerus. Intermediate 
between L. i. phoenicuroides of definitive form and L. i. 
isabellinus. Pale yellowish-grey upperparts, creamy 
underparts and relatively subdued supercilium recall 
isabellinus, but contrastingly darker wings, extensive black 
mask, black bill and prominent white primary patch 
resemble phoenicuroides 

400 
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head-pattern. By comparison, the pale sandy or yellowish-grey crown of 
isabellinus shows little contrast with the mantle, while the supercilium is 
more creamy and relatively poorly defined. A blackish or dark brown patch 
extends from in front of the eye to the ear-coverts, but the front of the lores 
and the forehead are unmarked. In consequence, adult isabellinus has a 
comparatively weaker and more diffuse head-pattern than well differentia
ted adult phoenicuroid.es. On immatures of both races, the supercilium and 
eye-patch are less prominent, and both may exhibit pale lores. Some 
immature male phoenicuroides suggest the adult head-pattern, but, in 
general, differences between the races at this age are slight. Juveniles 
exhibit fairly obvious crown barring, and this may remain weakly indicated 
in first-winter plumage. 

Mantle 
The mantle colour of phoenicuroides is typically pale to medium grey-brown, 
and thus rather darker and denser than the sandy or yellowish-grey of 
isabellinus. Juvenile phoenicuroides display fairly obvious undulant barring, 
but, judging from skins, the mantle of isabellinus is largely unmarked even at 
this age. 

Wings 
The primaries of adult and some immature male phoenicuroides exhibit white 
bases which combine to form a prominent white rectangle on the folded 
wing and a white bar on the outer wing in flight. On adult females, the 
patch may be rather less extensive, but usually remains evident. Adult male 
isabellinus may show a small creamy or pale buff primary patch, but on 
female isabellinus and a majority of immatures of both races the wing-patch 
is very subdued or absent. In general, the flight feathers of phoenicuroides are 
darker and show more contrast with the secondary and tertial fringes and 
with the mantle than is the case with isabellinus, on which the entire upper 
surface tends to be rather uniform. 

Rump and tail 
Both races have distinctly rufous tail, uppertail-coverts and lower rump, 
but on phoenicuroides the basic colour is rather richer and more rusty, while 
the central tail feathers and the distal third of the tail often display 
noticeable darker sullying. On isabellinus, the tail is paler rufous (even 
sandy-rufous) and is comparatively uniform. On immatures of both races, 
the rump and uppertail-coverts display varyingly well-marked pale tips 
and subterminal darker bars. A few individuals of all ages show obsolete 
barring on the tail. 

Underparts 
Adult phoenicuroides tend to be rather whiter, less creamy below than 
isabellinus. Darker female and immature phoenicuroides may show moderately 
distinct crescentic barring on the breast and flanks, but on isabellinus 
barring is vestigial or absent in all post-juvenile plumages. AH races may 
have a variably intense fulvous flush on the sides of the breast and flanks. 

phoenicuroid.es
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Bill colour 
The bill colour of most adult male phoenicuroides is largely black; some males 
and most females show a certain amount of horn-pink at the base of the bill, 
Immatures of both races display a conspicuously pale greyish-pink base to 
the bill, and on isabellinus this feature is frequently pronounced in adults. 

Structure 
Structurally, isabellinus has a shorter and blunter wing and a longer tail on 
average than phoenicuroides, but there is overlap and it is doubtful whether 
any difference could be detected in the field. Normally, the 3rd primary is 
the longest in phoenicuroides and the 4th in isabellinus, but again there are 
apparently exceptions. 

Table 2. Plumage and bill characters of selected races of Isabelline Shrike Lanius 
isabellinus, Brown Shrike L. cristatus and female and immature Red-backed Shrike 

L . collurio 

Features 

Crown 

Eye-patch 

Supercilium 

Isabelline 
phoenicuroides isabellinus 

Contrastingly more Basically uniform 
rufous than mantle 
on adults of 
definitive form; 
variably so on 
immatures. Grey-
brown, basically 

with mantle 

matching mantle in 
paler less well-
differentiated 
types 

Jet black from base Extends from just 
of bill across in front of eye to 
ear-coverts on adult ear-coverts with 
male of definitive lores unmarked. 
form. Browner and Blackish-brown on 
less extensive on 
female, males of 
less differentiated 
type, and 
immatures 

White or whitish 
on adults, but 
indistinct on 
immatures 

Brown 
cristatus 

Similar to or 

Red-backed 
collurio 

On female, usually 
rather more rufous rather greyer 
than mantle 

Extends from base 
of bill across 
ear-coverts. Black 

than mantle. Less 
contrast on 
immatures 

Varies in extent 
and definition on 
females: usually 

on adults, browner brownish and 
. (but still very 

adult male, browner dark behind eye 
on female, ill-
defined on 
immatures 

Creamy or buffish 
on adults. 
Indistinct on 
immatures 

and sharply 
defined)on 
immatures 

poorly 
differentiated 
from crown at rear, 
but some blacker 
and more precise 
approaching 
adult male. Ill-
defined on 
immatures 

Broad and white on Buffish-white 
adults, but less 
pronounced on 
immatures; most 
obvious 
immediately 
above eye 

with darker 
speckling on 
adult female; 
poorly 
defined on 
immatures 
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Isabelline 
Features phoenicuroides 

Mantle Pale to medium 
grey-brown. 
Juvenile with 
relatively obvious 
subterminal dark 
barring, first-
winter with 
vestigial or no 
barring 

Rump Rufous, matching 
tail and 
contrasting with 
mantle. Juvenile 
with subterminal 

isabellinus 

Pale sandy to 
yellowish-grey. 
Immature with 
effectively no 
barring 

Rufous, matching 
tail and 
contrasting with 
mantle. Juvenile 
with weakly 

barring, sometimes indicated 
remaining visible 
into first-winter 
plumage 

subterminal 
barring 

Tail Rusty-rufous, with Pale rufous, with 
gingery margins, 
whitish tip, and 
distal darkening 

Primary Well-defined, 
patch white in adults, 

especially on 
males. Frequently 
but by no means 
invariably absent 
on immatures 

Underparts Whitish, tinged 
pinkish-buff on 
breast and flanks. 
Females and 
immatures with 
scaling, but 
usually indistinct 

Bill Largely black on 
adult male of 
definitive form. 
Female and 
immature with 
pale pink-tinged 
base 

gingery margins 
and whitish tip, 
but no distal 
darkening 

Inconspicuous, 
creamy-buff on 
adult males. 
Usually absent 
on females and 
immatures 

Creamy with 
pinkish tinge to 
breast and flanks. 
Females with 
very distinct 
scaling 

Adults and 
immatures with 
extensive and 
very pale pink-
tinged base 

Brown 
cristatus 

Relatively dense 
russet-brown. 
Juvenile with 
obvious, immature 
with subdued 
barring 

Russet-brown, 
similar to or only 
slightly brighter 
than mantle and 
contrasting with 
tail.Juvenile 
with subterminal 
barring remaining 
weakly indicated 
in first-winter 
plumage 

More ochraceous 
or russet, less 
basically rufous 
than Isabelline. 
Fringes usually 
described as 
whitish, but 
difficult to see 
on skins 
White bases to 
outer primaries 
normally covered 
by coverts, but a 
few individuals 
may show trace 
of white 
Whitish, with 
variably intense 
russet flush to 
breast and belly. 
Immatures and 
some females 
with blackish 
scaling 
Blackish at tip, 
but at least a 
proportion with 
extensively pink-
tinged base 

Red-backed 
collurio 

Brown to rufous-
brown. Juvenile 
with prominent, 
blackish, 
subterminal bars 
and subsidiary 
rufous bars. On 
first-winter, 
dark barring 
remains visible 
but subdued 
On adult female, 
lightly barred 
and tinged grey, 
contrasting with 
both mantle and 
tail. Immature 
frequently much 
more rufous and 
obviously barred 
and may contrast 
with mantle or 
tail or both 
Dark brown to 
rufous-brown, 
with white 
fringes and tip 

Not visible, 
white bases to 
outer primaries 
concealed by 
overlapping 
coverts 

White to buffish, 
with more-or-
less-blackish 
scaling, 
particularly 
along flanks 

Greyish-hom to 
blackish-brown 
on adult female. 
Immature with 
paler but usually 
yellowish or 
pale horn base 



Field characters of Isabelline and Brown Shrikes 

152. Adult Isabelline Shrike Lanius 
isabellinus speculigerus, Mongolia, June 1980 
(R. H. Dennis). Paler and more uniform above 
than typical L. i. phoenicuroides, with a brighter 
rufous tail and creamier underparts; super-
cilium relatively subdued, but black mask well-
defined. Bold mask extending to base of bill 
suggests adult male; although not apparent in 

plate, white primary patch visible in field 

Brown Shrike 

The Brown Shrike is unlikely to be confused with the pallid, more classical 
forms of Isabelline Shrike, but shows considerable similarity to the darker 
phoenicuroides type. O n adults of the race cristatus, the subspecies most likely 
to reach Britain, the darker, more richly coloured upperparts are rather 
uniform, with the mantle and rump basically concolorous. The tail may be 
somewhat rufescent, but is typically browner or more ochraceous, less 
basically rufous, than on the Isabelline Shrike. Adults display a bold, black 
ear-covert patch and a broad white supercilium extending to the forehead, 
which produce a head-pattern as strong as or even stronger than that of the 
best-marked phoenicuroides, and correspondingly much bolder than on 
female Red-backed Shrike. A russet flush on the underparts is frequently 
prominent, but in winter the underparts are whiter. A proportion of adults 
(principally females) have black crescentic barring on the breast and 
flanks, but most are unmarked. Bill colour of adults is generally black, but 
that of immatures may be horn-brown with a flesh base, and thus overlap 
with Isabelline Shrike. Normally, there is no visible white primary patch, 
but a very few individuals exhibit a trace of white beyond the tips of the 
primary coverts (M. Beaman and P. Jepson in litt.). 

According to Robinson (1927), juveniles have poorly defined head 
markings and are strongly barred blackish above and below, while first-
year birds show indications of subterminal dark cross-bars on the upper 
surface, most marked on the rump, and narrow black edges to the feathers 
of the breast and flanks (thus approaching immature Red-backed). 

Structurally, the Brown Shrike is more robustly built than the other two 
species, with greater body bulk, a heavier head and a larger and more 
prominently hooked bill: it looks big-headed and slim-tailed. The tail 
feathers are relatively narrow and the outermost feathers are 20-25 mm 
shorter than the tip (compared with 8-15 mm in the Isabelline and Red-
backed Shrikes): a correspondingly more graduated shape results, perhaps 
best appreciated in flight. Due allowance for moult and wear must, how
ever, be made in estimating tail shape, as skins and photographs suggest 
that Isabelline Shrikes with part-grown and correspondingly short outer
most tail feathers may be encountered at almost any season (see, for 

404 
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example, British Birds 69: plate 35). Like Isabelline, but unlike Red-backed, 
Brown has the 5th primary emarginated. 

The three more easterly races of the Brown Shrike are unlikely to reach 
Britain. In certain plumage characters, however, the races lucionensis and 
conjusus tend to converge with the Isabelline Shrike, and a brief examination 
of the salient features of the eastern races is therefore warranted. Judging 
from skins, the race superciliosus exhibits distinctly ruddy underparts in all 
plumages, while adults have an extensively white forehead and super-
cilium. Adults of the race lucionensis have a lavender-grey crown, con
trasting with a rather browner mantle; individuals of all ages have visibly 
rufous-tinged rump and uppertail-coverts, though these contrast with both 
mantle and tail. The race conjusus is paler and greyer than the nominate 
form, and on immatures the upperpart barring is relatively inconspicuous; 
the rump of this race is again obviously rufous, but the tail is more russet 
and, thus, significantly browner. 

Very careful attention to structure; mantle, rump and tail colour 
(especially strength of brown component in tail); and relative contrasts 
between these areas, is clearly crucial to the successful identification of a 
suspected Brown Shrike. The principal differences between the three 
species are summarised in table 2. 
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Summary 

Although the Isabelline Lanius isabellinus and Red-backed Shrikes L. collurio are very closely 
related, and intergrading and hybridisation have been reported, typical individuals of each 
species can nevertheless be identified in the field. A white primary patch is a consistent feature 
only on adult male Isabelline Shrikes of certain races, but there are other specific characters. 
Ageing is an important preliminary to identification, since in first-winter plumage the 
effectively unbarred mantle of the Isabelline Shrike is in itself a useful feature. On adults and 
first-winter birds, distinctly rufous tail, uppertail-coverts and lower rump contrasting with a 
pallid grey-brown to sandy mantle, and virtually unmarked body plumage, are good 
indicators of Isabelline Shrike, though some darker females of the race phoenicuroides have less 
distinct body plumage. Such birds require care, as a small percentage of female Red-backed 
Shrikes have atypically rufous tails. Immature Red-backed Shrikes not infrequently display a 
significant rufous component to both tail and lower rump; since juvenile Isabellines may have 
visibly barred mantles, the overlap of characters between July and early September may be 
considerable. Subsidiary characters of the Isabelline Shrike include the lack of discrete white 
margins to the tail and, especially in immatures and isabellinus, a pellucid pink-tinged base to 
the bill. The Brown Shrike L. cristatus is more problematical. Compared with the Isabelline 
Shrike, birds of the nominate form display rather russet upperparts and basically concolorous 
mantle and rump, while the tail is russet-brown or ochraceous rather than rufous. The 
underparts frequently display an extensive russet flush. Certain eastern races, however, are 
rather greyer above and have a visibly rufous-tinged rump. There is normally no visible white 
primary patch, though on a few individuals a trace of white remains unconcealed by the 
coverts. Immatures are visibly barred, though generally less extensively than the Red-backed 
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Shrike. This species is more powerfully built than either the Red-backed or the Isabelline 
Shrike and has a larger bill and a more graduated tail. Careful appraisal of structure; of 
mant le , r u m p and tail colour; of the contrasts between these areas; of the presence of white in 
the wing; and of the prominence and distribution of any barring, is crucial to the successful 
identification of red-tailed shrikes. 
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